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1.  Very first thoughts about a plan – 2nd Dec 2011 
 

Organiser The Parish Council Place Jubilee Hall   Bloxham 

Date  2
nd

 Dec 2011 Attendance Approx. 15 

 

a. Introduction 
A meeting was held on the 2nd December 2011 at the Jubilee Hall to which all residents were invited to 
discuss the potential of Bloxham Village having a Neighbourhood Development Plan in line with the 
National Planning Framework (as proposed by the Government).  

b. Planning Process Explained  
Those attending were told: 

 Cherwell District Council (CDC) are preparing their Local Plan and should have it ready for public 
consultation by April  

 2012. It is hoped that the final Local Plan produced by CDC will reflect the concerns raised by 
Bloxham.  

 In line with its responsibilities CDC is also producing guidelines for Parish Councils in formulating 
their own  

 Neighbourhood Development Plans, these should be available in February 2012.  

c. What Next 
 Once Bloxham Parish Council has had an opportunity to study the guidelines, it will host another 

meeting to gauge the interest and support for Bloxham's own Neighbourhood Development 
Plan.  

 Neighbourhood Development Plans are important to residents of the village:- Such a plan should, 
at least, provide a means to assess/demonstrate the viability of any further housing 
development in the village, notably:  

o By showings the capacity for extra intake of pupils to either the primary or secondary 
school; 

o Having input to the design of new buildings, and material used; 
o Ensuring Local housing needs are met.  

 This is an important issue. If Residents and Businesses operating in Bloxham wish to have a voice 
then there needs to be commitment towards the development of a robust Neighbourhood 
Development Plan to complement our existing  

 Notice of a further meeting will be published in the Broadsheet (both paper and Website) the 
Parish Council's website and village notice Boards.  

 Provisional dates are May/June 2012 this will allow for any views expressed to be fed back into 
the CDC Local Plan. Economy  

d. Resident Views 

i. How would you like the village to be improved?  
 Shops to be built alongside the new housing developments to aid 

traffic by existing shops.  

 Realisation that more housing without due regard to traffic problems 
would be a huge snarl up.  

 Decentralise shopping away from the main road.  

 Shops built alongside new developments, cuts carbon and eases congestion, reduces parking 
requirements.  

 Weight restrictions on HGV are using A361.  

 A shop near the Warriner with adequate parking.  
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ii. What are the barriers to Growth and Sustainability for local business?  
 Space to develop & again parking, staff for current shops come in from outside so they also need 

to park  

 Traffic flow & parking (not to mention the downturn in the economy and unavailability of £'s)  

 
iii. What type of jobs should be encouraged in the village?  
 Jobs for villagers, how about shops where staff proprietors live over the shop. Currently staff for 

the shops tend to come from outside the village.  

 Jobs that generate gross national product- i.e. Make £ for the economy not services and money 
spending jobs.  
 

e. Environment  
 

i. Type of Housing  
 High spec, large rooms, stone built, plenty of parking for 2-3 cars, green 

space & wide roads.  

 Low cost housing, limited/no expensive housing.  

 Social, small low cost, large high spec: all of these but sympathetically built, 
of local & traditional materials, with thought to people as well as profit.  

 Sympathetically built in line with original conservation "look"  

 Low cost housing built to fit rest of the village, Social Housing for local people, starter homes.  

 Any new housing to be built in local stone with mixture of bedrooms from starter homes to four 
bedrooms.  

 
ii. What do you value most about our local natural environment?  
 Warriner 6th form to keep education consistency.  

 Important to keep some green spaces in the village.  

 Village circular walk including historical information.  

 Green space, farming/Agriculture this village is still rural.  

 The quiet and peace!  

 

iii. Green space, cycleway and local walks  
 That it is both physically & visibly accessible from within the village e.g. view of green fields & 

trees on Hobb  Hill from A 361, Courtington Lane, Tadmarton Hill etc.;  

 Do not build on Hobb Hill ever.  

 

iv. What do you value most about our local natural environment?  
 The rural environment is slowly being whittled away by housing.  

 Not easy and I don't know how it can be achieved: - Bloxham is a popular village, finding ways of 
sustaining this is important. How do other villages achieve this? 

 Used to have a bank! 

 

v. What problems could be created by Local businesses?  
 Traffic again  

 Traffic  

 More traffic, less parking for residents, greater pressure on A361 and current shops.  

 More cars parked during the day preventing villagers parking.  
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f. Transport  

i. How should we improve our public transport?  
 More regular buses, smaller buses  

 Perhaps smaller buses on a more regular basis.  

 
ii. How should we improve our walking & cycling routes?  
 Have dedicated cycle routes & a code of conduct.  

 Enforce cycling etiquette especially on the High Street, dismounting for pedestrians on the 
pavement etc.  

 Cycle route lanes  

 
iii. How can we improve the traffic in the village?  
 Traffic busy on the Barford road which is only a country lane - now joined with traffic from the 

Milton Road,  

 Another busy route, not adequate for more traffic.  

 Bus in morning between Chipping Norton and Banbury is full not even standing room for school 
kids.  

 More speed limit signs within the main limit signs.  

 Reduce speed limit to 20MPH, Restrict HGV access, improve public transport, (re-nationalise it 
for a start)  

 Ban HGV's on the A361  

 Reduce speed limit on the A361, ensure camera works.  

 Build a by-pass for benefit for Bloxham and South Newington, forward thinking -20years!  

 Build by-pass around the village.  

 Cycle route lanes  

 Reduce speed limit, traffic calming, possibly ban HGV's  

 Buy the garden North of Red Lion for shops to ease parking.  

 Better bus service (last bus from Banbury currently 6.10pm) to enable more people to leave cars 
at home.  

 Pedestrian crossing/ lights at junction Courtington lane & A361, allow Chipperfield mums to 
cross in safety.  

 Far more stringent measures re: - parking outside shops & village houses.  

 Create more shops in areas of high density population within the village but away off A361, this 
would reduce need to use a vehicle and lower carbon footprint.  

 Better parking by the shops, use green space opposite Bloxham school.  

g. Community  
 

i. What health services are important locally?  
 Ability to pick up medicine from surgery rather than just 

prescription.  

 GP's surgery for all residents.  
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ii. What do we lack in our village?  
 New village hall/centre to accommodate local clubs, classes, theatre & parties.  

 Build new village centre with parking that will house existing shops: Godswell Park, Driving range.  

 A bank, a butcher & a baker  

 Central community centre, shops, more small businesses.  

 A single large versatile, good quality village hall and adequate parking.  

 Bring back bank, hardware store and butcher.  

 A large village hall.  

 Flexible enough public transport, getting to Oxford, Witney, Deddington, requires tortuous 
route:- smaller  buses  

 Parking, decent village hall.  

 
iii. What are the main issues concerning education in our village.  
 All schools full, to grow with development.  

 6th Form college for Warriner, though' this would entail further traffic  

 Need sixth form at the Warriner.  

 No room in schools, which is only going to get worse.  

 Roads accident waiting to happen, especially Courtington Lane due to overcrowded roads.  

 Need sixth form for Warriner. 

 
2. Meeting on 24th Sept 2012 

 

a. Introduction 
This meeting was scheduled for the Parish Rooms but around 400 people turned up and so it was moved 
into the Church. 
The purpose of this meeting was not the Neighbourhood Plan. It was about how residents felt about the 
sudden avalanche of planning requests for three large estates. 
We include it here because the content and discussion was very much focussed upon the need for 
appropriate, thoughtful development rather than the unplanned off-the-peg estates plonked into fields.  
To a significant extent, this is also what our neighbourhood plan is about. 
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3. Application and initial Consultation - 10 Jan 2013 

 
 Cherwell D.C. acknowledged receiving the Parish Council 
application to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan on 10th Jan 
2013. 
They published notice of the intention as shown.  
 
The Council District Executive agreed, at a meeting on 3 
June 2013, to designate the parish area as the ‘Bloxham 
Neighbourhood Area’ for the purposes of preparing a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan by Bloxham Parish 
Council under section 61G(1) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 as amended. It was decided not to 
designate the area as a business area under section 61H(1) 
of the Act as it is not primarily or wholly business in nature. 
The relevant designation information is set out below: 

a. Name of neighbourhood area: Bloxham 
b. Map of neighbourhood area: see below 
c. Relevant body: Bloxham Parish Council  

 
Cherwell D.C. also informed statutory consultees of the 
intention. 
Replies were obtained indicating no objections from 

 English Heritage 15
th
 April 2013 

 Network rail (15 April 

2013) 

15
th
 April 2013 

 The Canal & River Trust   12 April 2013 

 The Environment Agency 15
th
 April 2015 

 
The Council District Executive agreed, at a meeting on 3 
June 2013, to approve the designation of the Bloxham 
Neighbourhood Plan area. 
 

4. Meeting on 12th February 2013 
 

Organiser The Parish Council Place Warriner School Hall 

Date  12
th
 Feb 2012 Attendance Approx. around 300 

 

a. Introduction 
This was effectively a re-launch of the idea of a Neighbourhood Plan, which had been first set out in 
December 2011. 
It was held in the Warriner main hall and despite the snow and bitter cold around 300 people turned out. 

b. Speakers 
 

 Phil Cavill (resident and  chair of the Parish Council 

 Sir Tony Baldry (resident and MP) 

 John Groves  (resident) 
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The audience were taken through what creating a plan would entail and were subsequently asked to 
share their priorities for plan content. 
 

c. Ideas Boards 
There was also a team of people assigned “ideas boards” to collect resident views 
 
SUBJECT LEAD 

Education Roger Nowell 

Flood & Sewage Gloria Lester -Stevens 

Medical & Health John Groves 

Traffic & Transport Mike Morris 

Recreation, Leisure including Mums & Tots Ray Guzenda / Amanda Baxter 

Business & Economy including Farming Patrick Moore 

Housing & Landscape Mike Davey 

Conservation & Architecture Camilla Finley 

Crime & Reduction PCSO/Police 

Faith Vicar 

Communication  

 
Although some of their suggestions were more suitable for as Parish Plan than a Neighbourhood Plan, 
this is not unusual and we note that many plans now include both Plans and projects. Projects tend to be 
things residents would like to do that do not strictly fall within the scope of the legal elements of a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
We list them below.  Although some of the more cryptic comments have been “decoded”, they have not 
been evaluated or prioritised in any way. 
 

Utilities – including broadband 
 Faster broadband x 5 

 Better water pressure x 2 

 Electrical supply – reliability x 2 

 Drainage at house level 

 Mobile phone coverage x 4 

 Mobile phone mast in village but where? 

 Better village hall 

 Street lights 

 Reduce overhead cabling 

 Alternative energy 
 

Business and economy – including farming 
 Hi-speed broadband 

 Allotments 

 Parking including at the schools 

 Local food production – retain and encourage 
o Jobs 
o Grown local 

 Access to grants for SME (small businesses) 

 Electrical supply 

 Location of shopping area – not on main road (Deddington) and not in housing area 

 Small business zone on edge of village – encourage 

 Support for small business – meetings, knowledge, etc. 

 Farmers market – farmers involved in community and encouraging locally grown 
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Crime and reduction 
 Increase neighbourhood watch 

 Visible increase in police teams 

 Handling of local crime 

 Street lighting – more / less / maintain current levels 

 Village police office / post 

 Village ‘bobby’  

 Maintain the low level of crime 

 Hidden cams and CCTV 
 

Housing and landscape 
 More in keeping with village landscape / streetscape 

 No more BRICK houses 

 Really affordable – low earners and young 

 Affordable housing and benefits from developers improving parking in and around 
Tadmarton Rd. 

 Better design 

 No ugly play areas 

 What does affordable housing mean? 

 60% off very expensive is still expensive 

 No more housing lumps on edge of village 

 Eco housing 

 Life time sheltered accommodation 

 Stop expanding boundaries of village 

 Specify in NDP exactly what we want and new houses to look like / density etc. 

 NDP reflective of developing existing properties (extensions) 
 

Faith 
 St Mary’s 

 Develop all church for wider community use (Christian)  
o Concerts 
o Farmers market 

 Parish council community office 

 Baptist church needs new site 

 Facilities similar to Kings Sutton 

 Memorial hall 
o Mums and tots 
o Sports 
o Café 
o Library 
o Catering 

 Start a village and community event.  (BloxFest!) 
 

Communication 
 For a village the size of Bloxham we should aspire to a public library / resource centre rather 

than relying on a library van 

 All data regarding the plan should be stored in the cloud 

 Faster broadband 

 No mobile phone signal – Tadmarton Road 

 A library with a warm welcome – opportunity to socialise 
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Traffic and transport 
 Introduce a toll road to push HGV around village 

 Better bus service including Banbury and Oxford 

 Cycle path to Banbury 

 Circular footpath would be good – esp. Grove road to Milton road clearly marked 

 Limit the size of lorries going through the village 

 Inset parking by shops to aid the traffic flow 

 High volume of traffic 

 Footpath to Banbury 

 Speed control on Tadmarton Road by primary school 

 Develop an effective ‘snow plan’ for the village – local tractor? 

 Deliveries outside of rush hour for shops 

 Pedestrian crossing on A361 where really needed, church, surgeries, Godswell, nursery etc. 

 Road humps or traffic calming on Barford Road to slow traffic before roundabout 

 Please no speed humps! 

 A bypass 

 Cannot park in front of my home during school hours on Tadmarton Rd 

 20mph speed limits 

 An island outside the church in middle of road 

 Traffic calming for school 

 Proper layby for parking outside shops 

 Fix potholes. 

 Identify drivers speeding and or using mobile phones 

 More parking at Warriner to stop blocking driveway to Chipperfield Rd 
 

Conservation and architecture 
 Establish a community orchard / market garden / School perhaps 

 Houses with a sense of place 

 Density of houses 

 Conserve farmland in village 

 Maintain our rural identity 

 Use Cherwell’s assessment of conservation areas -> Bloxham 

 Help maintain historic homes and buildings in Bloxham 
o Support for those living in them 
o Respect for conservation area 
o Re-establish this conservation area and protect it 
o Stop parking on grass verges 

 Develop Slade Reserve for community projects; Green Gym, New wildlife habitats, etc. 

 Forest schools – primary school involvement 

 Appropriate materials for any new build 

 Not the hideous red / orange brick seen on estates 

 Maintain the ambience and character of the village 

 Play areas in new estates are not in keeping 

 New appropriate designs 

 Retain the pubs for the community 

 Allotments and community parks 
 

Medical and health 
 Dispensing from the surgery x 6 

 Maintain current good provision 

 Pharmacy should be maintained – what would go in its place 

 Long walk from surgery to pharmacy esp. for elderly 
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 Difficult to get appointment – long waiting 

 Emergency support (local) – should we lose the HGH 
 

Education 
 Input from Bloxham (public) school – contribute to village and community 

 Buy land to expand the primary school and provide more parking space 

 Promote the ‘walking bus’ 

 Mini bus around Bloxham for the schools? 

 Consider ways the school facilities can be used for the wider community – e.g. Library and 
farm at Warriner School 

 Traffic – Courtington Lane and Tadmarton Rd 

 Passing places to help  

 Schools to operate Forest School 

 Crossing for primary school on Tadmarton Lane 

 Bigger school play grounds and car park 

 More inter-school partnerships, and community 

 More publicity for school events 
 

Flood and sewage 
 What is current capacity 

 Decent water pressure 

 Do we need a new pumping station 

 Upgrade ditches to prevent surface water flooding 

 Keep the drains clear 

 Danger of future flooding from known water holding areas 

 Lower the depth of the stream – under bridges a priority 

 Create balancing ponds also great for wildlife 

 Surface water in foul water drainage, Tadmarton Rd did not flood after highways cleared the 
pipes under road 

 

Recreation, Leisure including Mums & Tots 
 Develop Recreation Ground 

 Tennis Courts 

 Kissing gates to replace stiles 

 More 'Slade' type nature reserves for the community 

 Cycle routes to Banbury 

 Skate Park 

 Maintain Jubilee Park & Recreation Ground with improved drainage 

 A decent community play area like the one at Steeple Aston. Not within a development but 
communal funded by grants & developments 

 Completely re-develop Recreation Ground with picnic benches, new play equipment etc. 
(existing equipment been there for many years) 

 Redevelopment of Re - we need a Steeple Aston type of Park 

 Re-establish a village fete/event 

 Start Farmers market 

 Please, much better (more exciting) play areas 

 Evening classes/weekend classes at the Warriner for adults or ask Bloxham School to 
contribute to the village in this way 

 A Tennis Club on Jubilee field 

 All weather pitch for use by football club/Warriner school 

 Start a Cricket club for young children and adults 

 Swimming pool at Warriner (repair?) 
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 County park 

 Allotments for residents 

 More clubs for other sports such as Rugby, Hockey, Netball etc. for children and adults 
 
 

 
You will find that many of these appear in one form or another in the final neighbourhood Plan. 
 

Photos  
The following are a few photos of the event. 

 
 

5. Meeting on 5th March 2013 
 

Organiser The Neighbourhood Plan  Place Bloxham Mill 

Date  5
th
 March 2013 Attendance Approx. around 45 

 

a. Introduction 
This was a meeting held in Bloxham Mill and  aimed specifically at people who had shown a willingness to 
be actively involved in the creation of a plan. 
It organised them into groups and set out a briefs to which they should work. 
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b. The groups 
 

What Who Purpose 

Project coordinator TBD - Maintain an overview by regularly liaising with the 
representative of each working group to keep plan-
creation on-course  

- Represent the exec group as may be agreed at external 
meetings. 

Steering group 1 Representatives from 
each working group 

- Ensure the group meet according to an agreed calendar 
and work together as a team focusing upon the overall 
best interests of the village rather than on any personal 
or pressure group agendas. 

- identify necessary data-gathering activities  needed to 
inform the plan and to formulate a public questionnaire 

- contribute to the framing of the questionnaire 
- contribute to the content of the draft plan 

Working group 
members 

According to uptake  - Assist the working group representative with the above 
to ensure coverage of main areas.  

Working group 
consultants 

According to uptake - Be available to offer such specialist advice or contacts as 
they may feel confident to.  

 
We ended up with a steering group and the following three working groups: 

 Housing and Landscape 

 Infrastructure and Business 

 Recreation and community 
The Steering Group would set the initial agendas, keep track of progress and maintain a ‘steer’ on the 
overall project. 
The working groups would gather together an evidence base and make recommendations that the 
Steering Group would then assemble into a Plan. 

c. Discussion 
This was essentially about what is needed for a Neighbourhood Plan and how we would set about 
providing it. 

d. Photos 
A few photos of the event 
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6. Meeting on 30th April 2013 
 

Organiser The Parish Council  Place Warriner School Hall 

Date  5
th
 March 2013 Attendance Approx. around 110 

 

a. Introduction 
This was the Annual Meeting for the Parish and was held in the Warriner School Hall. 
Around 110 people attended and The Neighbourhood Plan was the main item. 
 

b. The content 
In summary we: 

 Set out the organisation that had been created. 

 Told residents about the Local Plan and likely housing numbers for Bloxham 

 Presented information about the SHLAA 

 etc. etc. 
 
There were some questions that were answered but no major attempt to get new opinions as we had yet 
work properly through those previously gathered. 
 

c. Photos  - 30th April 2013 Meeting 
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7. Meeting on  11th May 2013   (BloxFest 2013) 
 

Organiser The Neighbourhood Plan   Place Bloxham  

Date  11
th
  May 2013 Attendance Approx. around 50 

 

a. Introduction 
The Neighbourhood Plan had a Gazebo 
at the Bloxham Festival. The presence 
was very informal. 

b. The content 
Information sheets were available for 
residents and team members were 
available to answer such questions as 
arose.  The atmosphere was highly 
supportive from the 50 or so people 
whom  people engaged. 

c. Photos 
 
(We were too busy to take photos except a brief period of rain – see above!) 

  
8. Meeting on 10th September 2013 

 

Organiser The Neighbourhood Plan   Place Bloxham Mill 

Date  10
th
  Sept 2013 Attendance Approx. around 50 

 

a. Introduction 
This was held at Bloxham Mill in a room of limited size.  Some 42 people 
were accommodated with first call being given to members of the working 
groups although some other residents also attended. 
The working groups had been underway for a few months and this was an 
opportunity for them to hear from someone who had progressed further 
down the road of creating a Plan. 
 

b. The speakers 
The main speaker was Geoff Botting of Woodcote: a village with many similarities to Bloxham – but quite 
a few differences also. 
 

c. The content 
Geoff took us through the struggle of having no prior model and offered some “distilled advice” that was 
subsequently circulated to all of the NP team. 
 
There was a fairly extensive Q&A session at the end of the input. 
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d. Photos 

 

 
 
 
 
 

9. Meeting on 12th October 2013 
 

Organiser The Neighbourhood Plan   Place Ex-Servicemen’s Hall 

Date  12
th

  Oct 2013 Attendance Approx. around 50 of whom 

37 completed forms 

 

a. Introduction 
This was a pop-up exhibition in the ex-Servicemen’s Hall, which is sited centrally in the High Street 
Shopping area. 
The intention was threefold: 

 To display some of the work of the Housing and landscape Group – mostly maps and photos. 

 To respond to questions from residents. 

 To collect opinions from those who were also willing to complete a simple questionnaire. 

b. The questionnaire 
You can see a copy of the questionnaire at the Bloxham Neighbourhood plan website. 
It checked the extent to which visitors agreed with the proposed design statements and asked what they 
would and wouldn’t want to see in any new developments. 
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What do you like about 
where you live now? 

What would you like to 
see incorporated into any 

new development? 

What would you like to see 
avoided in any new development? 

100 
Age and sense of 
‘village’ 

Access to footpaths No cramped high-density housing. 

100 
Character and 
conservation status 

Use of sympathetic 
building materials 

Rows of identical houses 

100 
Character of streets in 
conservation area 

Stone, styles in keeping 
 

100 
Character, proper size 
gardens 

Bigger gardens, energy 
efficient eco homes even if 
modern 

Hideous mixes of materials, estates 
looking the same as every other, 
cul-de-sacs 

100 
Community feel, 
excellent doctors 
facility 

In style with existing style 
of dwellings 

High-density developments, more 
shops and businesses 

100 
Community feel, 
nearby services, 

Plan how to get bins from 
garden to collection 

Lack of off-street parking 

100 
Community feel, 
nearby services, 

Plan how to get bins from 
garden to collection 

Lack of off-street parking 

100 Conservation area 
More green space. 
Adequate parking space 
for working families 

Ghetto style estates, 
unsympathetic design and 
materials especially in the 
conservation area 

100 
Conservation area and 
community events 

Green areas, trees No flats! 

89 
Country feel in 
conservation area 

Keep it green Don’t make it urban 

100 
Country feel, open 
space 

Green areas, small 
developments, trees 

Big housing estates. Keep it small 

100 Green areas & trees Green areas 
 

100 
Landscape views of 
church & village 

More bungalows 
No more high-density housing 
estates 

100 
Low density housing, 
community feel, green 
spaces, off-road parking 

2 off-road parking spaces 
per house, green space 

Anything the developers 
themselves wouldn’t like next to 
them! Insulting lip-service play-
areas, box-like high density estates 
that will become the slums of 
tomorrow. 

78 Parking Village feel No more traffic 

100 
Quiet but easy access 
to main road 

Keep within existing style 
of that area 

Big developments, urban styles 

100 
Quiet friendly, close to 
services  

Not serried ranks of identical 
houses 

100 Quiet, near facilities Green areas, play areas Flats 

100 

Quietness, views of 
spire, recreation space, 
coherence of style, lack 
of traffic 

Maintain and improve the 
rec and the Slade 

No urban developments, no 
developments without pledge to 
improve existing infrastructure: 
roads, electricity etc. 
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100 Rural atmosphere of village centre 
 

100 Rural character 
  

100 
Rural feel if I’d wanted 
to live in a town I’d 
have moved to one! 

Space, sense of 
neighbourhood 

Lack of parking, high density, 
buildings out of character 

100 

Sense of community, 
view of church, nearby 
park, front garden with 
off-street parking 
space. 

Proper size gardens, safe 
walk to schools 

Anything that requires attenuation 
ponds! Land that ruins the views of 
others, estates that exit onto busy 
roads where there are already 
traffic flow problems 

100 Sufficient space, quiet 
 

Protect Hobb Hill 

100 
The range of different 
house types 

 Brick boxes 

100 
Trees, access to 
countryside on foot 

Views, access to 
countryside, general look 
and feel 

No more commuter traffic – but 
with very few jobs in Bloxham how 
can this be achieved! 

100 Unspoiled No jarring contrasts Inappropriate building materials 

78 View of Bloxham school 
  

100 View of fields 
Green spaces maintained 
wherever possible  

100 
Views of Bloxham 
school 

Use of stone and or 
matching brick 

Little box’ estates 

100 Views of green fields Buildings with character 
Standard ‘cad’ boxes – just like 
those everywhere else. 

100 
 

3 bed spacious bungalows 
with proper gardens for 
empty-nesters and rural 
feel with off-road parking. 

No more 2 bed terraced houses, no 
more houses with inadequate 
parking 

100 
 

Front and back gardens 
not overlooked 

Should not be more than 2 storey 
high 

89 
 

Gardens No more ugly houses 

100 
 

Slow down and reduce 
traffic 

No more traffic on a361 

100 
Unspoiled, nice gardens 
front & back, off-road 
parking at the house 

High quality infill, real not 
reconstituted stone, 
traditional roof materials 

Embargo on: ‘town-coloured’ 
materials, inadequate parking, any 
more large scale developments – 
stick to local plan allocation. 

 
This is not meant to be a statistically valid survey but it did tell the housing group that they were ’on the 
same wavelength’ as at least this random sample of residents  
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c. Photos 
 

 
10. The views of young people (Jan – April 2014) 

 

Organiser The Neighbourhood Plan   Place Various 

Date  Jan – April 2014 Responses 48 responses 

 

a. Introduction 
Attempts were made to gather the views of the younger residents of the 
village.  Strategies included visits to the local secondary school and to 
young people’s organisations. 

b. The nature of the engagement 
Basically it was an attempt to get young people to complete a simple 
questionnaire either online or on-paper. We had a total of 48 responses.  
Ages ranged from 11 – 18. 
 

c. The questionnaire 
 This was mostly done online via Google forms. 
It was largely multiple choice but also had a number of free-response 
questions regarding what they most liked and disliked about the village. 
You can see reports of the full results online but key issues with them were: 

 The children in the survey got to school mostly by vehicle.  This may not be typical as many 
of the respondents sixth formers. We’ll get better data from the main questionnaire. 
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 Cycling was recognised as being an unsafe means of getting around the village. Interestingly 
the older the student the more they rated it unsafe! 

 Pathways to school were considered as of inappropriate width by a small majority. This 
likely depends whereabouts in the village the respondents live.  

 About two-thirds thought more development would have a negative impact on the village. 
Around 11% thought it would make it better. 

 There was a clear dislike of the urban nature of the housing that has been imposed upon the 
village with this attracting many comments in the “What do you most dislike” question. 

 Likewise in the question about appropriate style of new housing only 6% wanted modern 
town style house designs.  The majority clearly wanted a more rural ambience to be 
preserved. 

 They favoured creation of more sustainable housing especially with regard to energy 
efficiency: less so for water. 

 They also strongly thought houses should ‘design-in” adaptability for the old and disabled. 

 They made surprisingly little use of the recreation grounds with the Jubilee being more 
highly used than the rec. 

 In terms of spending money on the improved recreation a MUGA topped the list followed by 
improved play areas and an AstroTurf pitch. A skateboard park was low down the list and 
there was limited enthusiasm for a cricket pitch. 

 They appreciated the rural / medieval aspects of the village and were actively hostile to the 
things that destroyed this: namely traffic and inappropriate developments. 

 They also appreciated the fields and the availability of walks around the village. 

 They glean their information from a mixture of paper media and online social networking. 
 

11. The Business View  (Jan – April 2014) 
 

Organiser The Neighbourhood Plan   Place Various 

Date  Jan – April 2014 Responses 75 responses 

 

a. Introduction 
Members of the Infrastructure and Business group attempted gathering a list of local businesses but this  
was surprisingly difficult.   

 There are a small number of retail businesses 

 Some work out of  Bloxham Mill 

 There are three schools including a primary, a secondary and a public school 

 The vast majority are low visibility businesses many working from home with minimal publicity.  
 

   

 

b. The nature of the engagement 
On paper, online and by word of mouth we advertised the existence of an online business questionnaire 
created with Google Forms.   It attracted 75 responses.  
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You can see the questionnaire and responses at the Bloxham NP website and also the Infrastructure and 
Business working group report. 

c. Key findings  
 

1. Bloxham contains a lot of barely visible businesses. 
2. Most are companies or sole traders 
3. About a third have a business operated from home. 
4. Most business operate in business premises owned or leased by the business. 
5. Knowledge-based businesses (like consultancy and IT) are the most common in 

Bloxham.  
6. There are also a significant number of property maintenance and construction businesses. 
7. There are quite a few creative / artistic businesses. 
8. Around 80% of businesses employ ten or less people  
9. Around 67% of businesses employ 3 or less people. 
10. Bloxham has a good spread of ages of business from recent start-ups to 25 

years plus. 
11. The geographical reach of Bloxham businesses is large  50% trading 

internationally. 
12. The interrnet is important to 94% of Bloxham businesses and very important to 80%. 
13. Lack of a resilient electricity supply poor internet speed and reliability and patchy mobile 

reception are all issues for Bloxham businesses. 
14. Parking and congestion in the village is considered an issue by the majority of Bloxham 

Businesses. 
15. There is a high level of support for NP policies aimed to make working from home more effective. 
16. Businesses would seek the following to be improved in order to make Bloxham more attractive 

to start-ups / expansion:   broadband, traffic and parking, more (cost-efficient) premises, better 
mobile reception.   

 
   

12. Meeting on 10th May 2014 (BloxFest 2014) 
 

Organiser The Neighbourhood Plan   Place Bloxham 

Date  10
th

 May 2014 Responses Around 60 

 

a. Introduction 
The Neighbourhood Plan Team had a gazebo in Old Bridge Road from 8.30 – 5:00 on the very windy day 
of the 2014 Bloxham Festival (BloxFest.)  It was staffed by a rota of volunteers.    

Time Person 1 Person 2  

8:30 10:00 Geoff Mollard John Groves 

10:00 - 11:00 Carmen Guard Steve Phipps 

11:00 - 12:00 Ian Holroyd Mike Morris 

12:00 - 13:00 Jenny Yates John Groves 

13:00 - 14:00 
Richard 
Baggaley 

Edward 
Baggaley 

14:00 - 15:00 Pat Moore Robert Aplin 

15:00 - 16:00 Pat Moore John Groves 
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 At this stage we were still awaiting the 
questionnaire outcomes from ORCC and there were 
no new emergent policies to seek opinions upon.  
Given this our prime aim was to be available to 
informally discuss any issues residents wished to 
talk about.  Some did additionally engage in an 
activity of arranging 14 statements in priority order. 
The results are shown below but there is no 
pretence that this represents statistically useful 
data! 
 
Unsurprisingly the outcomes reiterate the key 
concerns of residents: 

 No more large estates 

 Preserve the rural character of the village 

 Match primary school capacity to 
accommodate the children from new developments already agreed. 

 Do something about traffic. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

26 
 

13. The Full Questionnaire (March – April 2014) 
 

Organiser O.R.C.C.  & Neighbourhood Plan  Place Bloxham 

Date  March – April 2014 Responses Around 605 (45%) 

 

a. Introduction 
The questionnaire was agreed by the Steering Group and submitted to The Oxfordshire Rural Community 
Council (O. R .C.C.) for advice on style and checking that it did not contain leading questions. 

b. The Logistics 
The copies were distributed to all homes and businesses in the village (1340)   using a team of volunteers. 
The importance was advertised   via the village media. 
We had explored collection via street captains but the nature of the village (mostly families with all adults 
out at work) along with the confidential nature of the content being sought made this seem likely to 
place a huge demands of multiple visits by volunteers tasked with collecting them. 
Reluctantly we settled for a “Freepost” system despite the fact this is known to generate much lower 
returns.   

c. The outcomes 
 Our population size is 1340 (houses.) 

 Our returns were 605 

 Our response rate was 45.1% 
 
As it happens O.R.C.C. were surprised by high return rate for a postal survey and had to request extra 
time to process all the questionnaire forms.  Their view was that 35% would normally be considered 
good. 

d. Reliability 
There are two key measures1 :   Confidence Level   and Margin of Error 
Surveys usually aim for a 95%+ confidence level and 5% margin of error. 

 95% confidence level  means  the whole population had responded there’s a 95% chance the 
result would be the same as obtained  from your sample 

 5% margin of error means that if the whole population had responded the %age voting for any 
particular choice would be within +/- 5% of the %age obtained from your sample. 

 
The percentage of responses that you need for a 95% confidence level drops as the population size 
increases. 2   (Indeed a number of recent studies conclude that the expense of increasing the response 
rate frequently is not justified given the difference in survey accuracy3) 
 

Population Size Responses Needed Population Size Responses Needed 

10 10 700 249 

100 80 800 260 

200 132 900 270 

300 169 1,000 278 

400 197 2,000 323 

500 218 5,000 357 

600 235 10,000 370 

                                                             
 
1 http://www.snapsurveys.com/blog/good-response-rate-random-survey-sample/ 
2 http://www.greatbrook.com/survey_accuracy.pdf  
3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Response_rate  

http://www.snapsurveys.com/blog/good-response-rate-random-survey-sample/
http://www.greatbrook.com/survey_accuracy.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Response_rate
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The Table indicates any question answered by more than 300 people is statistically going to meet the 
95% confidence level.   
 
The margin of error depends on both the sample size and the degree of variation between people’s 
answers. (The more people agree the lower the margin of error as a result of low response rate!) 
 
The graph that follows makes very conservative assumptions about the extent of agreement. 
It shows with our population (1340) and response rate (around 50%) the margin of error will be less than 
3%. (Calculation gives an answer of 2.95%)4 5 
 

 
 
 
 

We can have considerable confidence in the survey results.  Indeed we would have met the normal 
criteria for survey reliability (95% confidence, 5% margin of error) with half the response rate we actually 
achieved. 

                                                             
 
4 http://www.comres.co.uk/poll-digest/11/margin-of-error-calculator.htm#  
5 http://www.custominsight.com/articles/random-sample-calculator.asp  

http://www.comres.co.uk/poll-digest/11/margin-of-error-calculator.htm
http://www.custominsight.com/articles/random-sample-calculator.asp
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e. Photos 
It’s hard to photograph a survey!  Here’s a shot of some willing helpers engaged in the distribution 
arrangements! 
 

 
 

f. Outcomes 
The detailed results of the questionnaire are available separately on the Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan 
website.  
The data has been heavily drawn upon to formulate the Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan.
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14. Meeting on 12th June 2014 
 

Organiser Bloxham Parish Council  Place Bloxham 

Date  12
th

 June 2014 Responses Around 45 

 
 

 
 
This was the Annual Meeting for the Parish which, as it turned out, coincided with the opening ceremony 
and first match of the World Football Cup! 
The main input of the Annual Meeting was a presentation about the results of Neighbourhood Plan 
Questionnaire.  A simplified copy can be found upon the BNDP web-site. 
This was followed by a Q&A session for parishioners a summary of which will be included in P.C. the 
minutes of the meeting. 
 
 

15.  Another chance for residents - 1st December 2014 
 

Organiser Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan Place Bloxham 

Date  1
st
 December 2014 Responses  

 
By now the working groups and steering group had achieved a high level of agreement as to the desired 
contents of the Neighbourhood Plan.  It was decided to publish this to the village in December ahead of 
the official pre-submission consultation period in January so that any major local objections might be 
taken account of.    
People were told that if they had any strong personal interest in the policies they should (also) make their 
comments in the official consultation period. 
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16. Pre-Publication Consultation 10th January 2015 
 

Media information on the consultation 
 

a. Bloxham Broadsheet Read by 95% of residents 

b. Bloxham Broadsheet online website Typically 5000 page-loads per month 

c. Bloxham Broadsheet Facebook  Popular posts reach 1800 users 

d. Bloxham Parish Council website Usage unknown 

e. Bloxham Parish Council Facebook  The page has over 400 ‘friends’ 

f. Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan website Typically 500 page-loads per month 

g. Banbury Guardian Read by 47% of residents 

h. email To all those who have signed up 

i. email To all known Bloxham businesses 

j. Letters To businesses with unknown email 

k. email  To statutory consultees 

l. email To developers with a known interest 

m. Village noticeboards & village P.O.  Anyone reading them! 

 
All media offered: 

 Consultation dates; 

 The address or hyperlink to online copies of the Plan and its summary; 

 The address or hyperlink to an online response form; 

 The address to send email responses to; 

 The whereabouts of boxes to receive written replies; 

 Social media posts linked to website pages with information and online forms. 

Availability of Neighbourhood Plan 
Copies were available online 24/7. Paper copies were available to read at: 

 Parish Council Drop-ins Jan 10
th 

and Feb 22nd 2015
 
 

 The Post Office   Jan 10
th 

and Feb 22nd 2015 

 The Church Jan 10
th
 – Feb 22

nd 
2015 

 The Doctors’ surgery Jan 12
th
 – Feb 22

nd 
2015 

 Bloxham Mill Jan 10
th
 – Feb 22

nd 
2015 

 Bloxham Pharmacy Jan 10
th 

and Feb 22nd 2015 

Details of how to make representation 
Three methods available 

1) By online Form 
2) By email 
3) On paper 

Samples of the information used. 
The pages that follow show just a few examples of the sort of information that went out to people. 
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Online 

Form  
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Delivered to 

every house 

in the village 

mostly  on 

Jan 10th 
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P13  Continues giving  details of how to comment etc. similar to previous page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 

Edition of 

Bloxham 

Broadsheet 

Dec 2014 
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Villages Column 

of the Banbury 

Guardian 

 

Thursday 

January 8th 
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Public Notices 

Section of 

Banbury 

Guardian 

 

Thursday 

January 8th
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43 people signed the visiting register.  (Several didn’t!) 

 

 

 
Drop-in Event 

Ex-SMH 

Jan 10th 

10:30 – 15:30 

 

 

A second “drop-in” 

was organised for 

February 14th  

10:30 – 12:30 

 

 

 

 
For those unable to 

attend a slide-share  

version was made 

available online. 

 

 
 

 

 

http://bloxhamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
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250 paper copies 

of the Plan + 

Response forms 

were made 

available at 

various village  

venues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder was 

delivered to every 

house in the village 

via the February 

2015 edition of the 

Bloxham 

Broadsheeet.  
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Local 

Newspaper 

Coverage of the 

pre-consultation 

 

Banbury 

Guardian 22nd 

Jan 2015 

 



 
 

39 
 

Village views sought for Bloxham's plan 

Development and protection of community is under spotlight. 

Bloxham's draft neighbourhood plan limits the number of new houses in the village to 

just 20 in the next 15 years. 

The relatively small amount of development aimed for has been calculated because of an 

unexpectely high number of new homes given planning consent on appeal. 

The new blueprint for Bloxham to 2031 demands that the village's rural character be 

preserved and t hat 'c reepin g urbanisation' is avoided. 

Residents have until February 22 to comment on the draft plan and al! areinvited toa 

consultation meeting at the Ex-Servicemen's Hall on Saturday, where they can ask 

questions about the plan. 

Parish council chairman Geoff Mollard said: "The village has seen huge growth in recent 

years and still has 225 permissions for housing in the coming few years. 

Because of this the plan is advocating only aoextra dwellings over the next 15 years, but 

with the existing permissions HI is will still make Bloxham one of the fastest-growing 

villages in the district." 

Bloxham's planned growth will mean the village will expand by 41 per cent in just six 

worried that infrastructure is not being improved and may cope. 

Mr Mollard said: "There is great concern at the way development is outpacing the 

supporting infrastructure. . Loss of water and electricity are all too common. Traffic 

levels and narrow pavemen ts discou rage walking and cycling. 

"The primary school, which the county council says it will not expand, will not be able to 

accommodate all Bloxham children from the coming developments and there are also 

concerns with the capacity of Bloxham's health facilities. 

"The village has seen a number of flooding incidents and the plan seeks to insist 

developers avoid building in flood-prone areas and the plan seeks to insist developers 

avoid building on flood-prone land and design dwellings that can survive temporary 

drainage problems." 

Mr Mollard said the plan wants developments to be actively designed to encourage 

pie can work from home. 

"We also seek to avoid selling off land associated with employment for housing use," he 

said. 

"We recognise the increasing demand recent expansion will make for proper sport and 

recreation facilities and the plan supports an additional all-weather sports area and an 

upgrade In the Jubilee Hall. 

"The plan remains engaged in identifying spaces that are important to the village, either 

because of recreational use or visual impact, with a view to adding additional protection." 

For a copy of the plan can go to bloxhamparishcouncil.co.uk or collect one from the 

business centre, doctors' surgery, pharmacy orpost office.  

Forms with responses, comments and recommendations for changes can  to the plan can 

be posted back via boxes at the same locations. 

 

This is an OCR 

scanned version 

of the BG text 

and so may have 

the occasional 

mis-scanned 

character. 

 

Banbury 

Guardian 22nd 

Jan 2015 
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Villages Column of 

the Banbury 

Guardian 

 

Thursday February 

5th  2015 

and Feb 12th 

 

 

 

 
N. Plans were 

distributed and  

announcements 

made at the 

meeting at The 

Warriner School  

on Sunday 8th Feb 

2015 
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Parish Drop-in 

event.  Sat 14th Feb 

2015 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News in Brief 

Banbury Guardian 

Feb 19th 2015 
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A presentation on 

the outcomes of the 

consultation and 

how this was 

influencing the 

revised policies was 

made at The 

Annual Meeting for 

the Parish on 23rd 

April 2015 at the 

Warriner Lecture 

Theatre. 

 

 
 

 

 

Copies of the above 

presentation were 

also available on a 

number of village 

websites 
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Responses the Pre-publication Consultation 
 

Method of response 
Three methods of responding were on offer.  

 on paper 

 email 

 online form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Valid Responses 
The consultation ran for a fixed period and to discourage false 
responses it was made clear that the following was required:  
forename, surname and address or postcode.   Respondents were 
told only the name and comment would be published. 
Some failed to provide the required information or responded too 
late. 
We have looked at the implications of including or excluding data 
from these “invalid” responses and actually, they make no real 
difference to the overall conclusions.   
 
 

Who were the responses was from?  
Basically responses came from either individuals or organisations. 

 Most responses were from individuals 

 Some of the responses that we will class as being from  
‘individuals’ were in fact clearly marked as representing 
the views of two people (normally Mr & Mrs.) 

 Some responses were clearly marked as representing the 
views of organisations. 

 

 

 

 

Where were the responses from? 
Many of the “organisational responses” were from addresses outside of the village. 
Only three of the individual responses were clearly from outside of Bloxham.  One was a former 
resident who lives nearby.  Another was an employee of Bloxham School and the third from an 
individual who had represented Bloxham as a county councillor in the past. 
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The general nature of the individual responses 
Residents had previously been given the opportunity to engage in a detailed largely ‘closed question’ 
questionnaire upon which the plan had been based. This had received a very high response rate. 
 
This consultation was of a very different nature. The emphasis was on a totally free-response text-
box where people could be as general or specific as they wished. 
 
The vast majority of responses from individuals were general simply confirming support or 
agreement for the plan.  The only response containing the word “disagree” was, “There is nothing in 
the plan I can disagree with!” 
Caution 
Certain words seemed to recur through the responses. We show this in graphic form on the next 
page.  Because of the open-ended nature of the consultation, along with statements of support for 
all policies, many clearly shared the concerns but will not appear in the Table or chart below.  
Nonetheless it is informative briefly to note the relative frequency of their occurrence: Something to 
be kept in mind when preparing the final version of the plan! 
 
Word(s) Context Total % 

Village or rural or 
estates 

 Village” appeared in 40% of responses usually with the emphasis 
village not town.   

 “Rural” featured in 15% of responses  

 “Estates” –always as in ‘no more large estates’ – a further 5%. 

 

60% 

Traffic, safety, 
accident , parking 
or  roundabout 

 Traffic” appeared in 24% of responses and is ALWAYS an issue at 
all consultations.  

 Parking appeared in 9%  

 The words “safety or accident” in 10% of responses always within 
the context of traffic or parking 

 Roundabout featured in 3% 

46% 

Schools 
Esp. Primary 
School 

 “School” appears in almost 40% of responses.  

 8% of which refer to Bloxham School (see below) 

 A few % with regard to sports pitches. 

 The remainder are concerned at the verified absence of school 
places for village families at the primary school. 

30% 

Jubilee “Jubilee appears in over 11% of responses either in the context of 
supporting expansion or of suggesting that, given the growth rate of the 
village, the term “moderate expansion” might be unduly constraining. 

11% 

Bloxham School “Bloxham School” occurred in 8% of responses all of which were supporting 
the school in resisting green-space status upon areas that it owns. This 
‘category’ also accounts for quite a few of the late or invalid responses. 
(E.g. where people did not provide their full name.) 

8% 
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Green Space Status 

 
The main element of the consultation was free response but we did also ask for views upon 
conferring green-space status upon certain areas flagged up in previous consultations / discussions. 
This topic elicited concern from some with regard to the longer-term implications for Bloxham 
School.  As this was the only truly quantitative question in the consultation whether one counts 
“invalid” responses or counts responses from couples as 1 or 2 responses might be raised.  In 
actuality it makes little difference but we show all the results below: 
 
 
 
 Raw data includes all responses – including 
responses that are invalid by virtue of lacking a 
surname or being submitted late. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Valid data excludes late or badly completed 
responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Valid and doubles excludes invalid data and 
double counts responses that are specified to 
have come from two people. 
 
Whilst it is clear that there is support for 
protecting all of these areas there are also some 
concerns to avoid inappropriate constraints 
upon the future development of Bloxham 
School. On other areas the NP receives over 90% 
support. 
 
Our response to the pre-consultation comments are explained in the main consultation statement. 
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17. Neighbourhood Plan Health Check – July 2015 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan was submitted via NPIERS for a health check. The resulting Report can be 
seen on the BNDP website. 
This proved a very constructive procedure in flagging up possible improvements by removing 
ambiguity or providing additional evidence within the plan itself rather than just the evidence base.. 
As a result of this we have: 
 

         Made clearer the rationale behind the SEA opinion (p16  -> in the Basic Conditions). At the 
time of writing we are still negotiating with CDC to provide  a screening statement.  

         Included a “flow-chart” of the policy-making process and an engagement timeline in both 
the Consultation Statement and the Plan;  

         Included additional information on the situation regarding primary school capacity in the 
Plan rather than just the evidence base documents; 

         Included a colour-coded map to “timeline” Bloxham developments; 

         Added more data about local businesses; 

         Added %ages to questionnaire and consultation data where possible; 

         Added a chart on ageing population in Cherwell; 

         Drew more attention to the level of detail contained in the the Working group reports in the 
BCS. Also added membership info in the appendix; 

         Shifted most maps and other appendix info into the main body of the plan to create a 
better information flow; 

         We tackled the “adopted or emerging Local Plan” question by adding a paragraph 
explaining we had been working at ensuring compliance with both. The Local plan has now  
been adopted and we have tried to update documents to reflect this. 

         Added a summary to the Basic Conditions Statement; 

         Tried to make clear via the plan-making flow-chart that issues emanated from the 
community. The Steering Group and Working Groups sought to address these within the 
context of the NPPF, the adopted and emerging Local Plan and the gradually assembled 
evidence base represented by the three main BNDP reports.   

 In reality, of course, there was a constant cycle of publishing information and receiving 
feedback leading to progressive refining of questions and policies.  

 Once again asked Cherwell DC for a screening opinion on the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment. This is now being taken forward. 

 
 
 


