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OXFORDSHIRE PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION 

 

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association, founded in the 1930s, is a registered 

charity (no. 304398). We work across Oxfordshire. Our aim is to ensure that 

people of all ages, including people with disabilities, have access to good 

quality local outdoor sport and recreational facilities, including children’s 

play. 

A major part of our day-to-day work is devoted to helping community-based 

organisations, especially in the rural areas of our county, to provide, preserve, 

improve and adequately maintain outdoor recreational and children’s play 

facilities. The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county 

able to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice service 

for local Oxfordshire groups. 

Background 

Like many Oxfordshire parishes, Bloxham is about to enter a period of 

population growth, with several housing developments planned. Current 

recreation facilities, whilst valuable, will not be adequate for a growing 

population. Results from the recent neighbourhood plan show that: 

• Residents feel that teenagers are most in need for improved outdoor 

recreation facilities.  

• The village favours utilising some of the S106 funding to improve areas 

for the whole village. 

• A MUGA was the most popular choice for a new village facility. 

• Outdoor gym equipment would also be popular 

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association has been asked to write this report in 

light of the results of the Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan. The purpose of the 

report is to make recommendations for how to improve the current 

recreation facilities, and ensure that they are adequate for the growing 

population of the parish. 

 

Nicole O’Donnell 

OPFA Community Development Officer 

September 2014 
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1. Land for sports pitches/ outdoor recreation 

The perception from residents is that they have enough sports pitches. Given 

the scarcity of land in the village, and the fact that it would be very unlikely 

that a local farmer would be prepared to sell land to the parish council for 

the purpose of sports pitches, OPFA would recommend that it would be 

worth pursuing the option of a community use agreement for the facilities in 

one of the secondary schools in the village. This has worked very well in 

Sibford, where Sibford School has entered into a community use agreement 

with the parish council. Maureen Hicks, from Sibford Gower Parish Council, is 

happy to be contacted to share her experiences with Bloxham, and give the 

benefit of her advice. Her email address is: 

maureen@hicks-sibford.co.uk 

Further to a positive meeting with Warriner School it seems that there may be 

the possibility to pursue a community use agreement for a new all-weather 

pitch.  

2. Funding options for all weather pitch 

I would recommend looking into the following funding options. It is worth 

noting that in both cases, Warriner would need to be the applicant as they 

are the landowner. It would only be possible to apply to one of these funds, 

and clearly it will depend on what the school feels is possible for them. Both 

options are lottery money that is being distributed by Sport England. There are 

detailed guidelines available on the Sport England funding pages of their 

website. Links are given below. 

Sport England Inspired Facilities.  

Schools are able to apply to this fund, but need to find match funding pound 

for pound.  

https://www.sportengland.org/funding/our-different-funds/inspired-facilities/ 

Sport England Protecting Playing Fields. 

It is not so clear whether the project would be eligible for this fund, because it 

is an all-weather pitch rather than a grass pitch. In addition, the school will be 

providing activities that are part of the curriculum. It is worth looking into 

because of the community aspect to the project but OPFA’s 

recommendation would be that Inspired Facilities is likely to be a better 

option. Furthermore, it is clear that in an ideal world, the growing parish would 

benefit from extra playing field land that is owned and managed by the 

https://www.sportengland.org/funding/our-different-funds/inspired-facilities/
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parish council. If the purchase of land did become a possibility in the next 

few years, then Protecting Playing Fields would be an ideal fund for this. It 

may therefore be worth keeping this in mind and ‘saving’ this fund to apply 

to in future. 

https://www.sportengland.org/funding/our-different-funds/protecting-

playing-fields/ 

 

3. Facilities for teenagers 

Residents feel that teenagers are the group of the community who are most 

in need of improved recreation facilities. There are several options for this; a 

MUGA, a teenage shelter, teenage ‘play’ equipment, outdoor fitness 

equipment or a trim trail. 

Given the problems with lack of available land, it would seem that a MUGA 

would not be the best option at the moment. It is also a higher cost option 

relative to the other choices. OPFA would recommend considering the other 

options first as they are likely to be more achievable, and if a community use 

agreement can be reached with Warriner, the all-weather pitch would be 

able to provide the same facility as a MUGA. 

From discussions with the steering group, it seemed that Outdoor Fitness 

Equipment or a trim trail, as well as a teen shelter would be the favoured 

option. I would strongly recommend carrying out further specific consultation 

with the teenagers to find out what they would like and to try and get them 

involved. We have found from experience that if the teenagers can get 

involved with a project, and even better, lead on it with the backing of 

relevant adults, they will take ownership of the finished site and look after it 

well. If there are some young people in the parish who would like to get 

involved with the project, OPFA can put them in touch with other young 

people elsewhere in the county who have successfully achieved outdoor 

recreation projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sportengland.org/funding/our-different-funds/protecting-playing-fields/
https://www.sportengland.org/funding/our-different-funds/protecting-playing-fields/
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4. Outdoor fitness equipment  

Outdoor fitness equipment is becoming increasingly popular on playing fields 

across our county. Communities are finding that putting several fitness 

stations such as this around the playing field, enables them to have access to 

gym like equipment, for free and in the open air. It essentially removes the 

barriers such as cost and accessibility that may prevent people from joining a 

gym. It is also beneficial for a wide section of the community. 

 

 

Outdoor fitness equipment is for use by people aged 14 and upwards. It is not 

currently subject to the same standards as play equipment, as it is not 

designed, intentioned or proportioned for children. It is intended for people 
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aged 14+ with an overall height of 1.4m or over and should not be sited in, or 

next to the play area. A European standard for outdoor fitness equipment is 

currently being developed: EN 16630 - for general safety requirements for the 

manufacture, installation, inspection and maintenance of permanently 

installed, freely accessible outdoor fitness equipment. This is planned to be 

published and adopted by February 2015. 

RoSPA are starting to pick up some injuries from children using the equipment 

as additional play equipment. Some of the equipment has pinch or crush 

points, and some have extreme movement that presents a risk to young 

children. Excessive use of this kind of equipment can cause joint problems in 

children as it is not intended or proportioned for their use. 

Whilst the standard is being developed there are several guidelines that both 

RoSPA (Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) and the RPII (Register 

of Play Inspectors International) recommend that you follow. 

• Outdoor fitness equipment should NEVER be sited within a children’s 

play area – even if it is suggested that a parent could use it whilst their 

children use the play equipment.  

• Outdoor fitness equipment should also not be sited on the route to a 

play area – in order to remove temptation on the part of the children to 

consider it as additional play equipment 

• It should be sited at a minimum of 25m away from a play area, or there 

should be segregation by other means, to provide clear separation. 

For Bloxham therefore, if you decide to install this equipment you would need 

to consider carefully which site would be better suited for it. 

5. Trim trail 

This is possibly a more cost effective option. A trim trail is normally a fitness 

circuit made out of wood or ropes, such as those in Hook Norton or Shipton 

under Wychwood. Again you can put stations around the site and it may be 

more possible to design this based on your requirements. Most of the larger 

play companies manufacture trim trails. An example selection would be: 

Wicksteed Leisure 

http://www.wicksteed.co.uk/fun-n-fitness-trails-c107.html 

Playdale 

http://www.playdale.co.uk/products/health-and-fitness/trim-trail/ 

http://www.wicksteed.co.uk/fun-n-fitness-trails-c107.html
http://www.playdale.co.uk/products/health-and-fitness/trim-trail/
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Huck 

http://www.huck-net.co.uk/playground/category/1681/ 

Eibe 

http://www.eibe.co.uk/shop/default/506924/506922/0/0/trim-trail.html 

OPFA needs to stress that these suppliers are just a selection of those 

available and are intended as a starting point.  

Alternatively you could talk to Trevor Stewart, who is a local design and build 

contractor, who works in wood, and who would be able to design a trim trail 

for you. He has built a lot of play areas around Oxfordshire, including those at 

Middle Barton, Steeple Aston, Shipton under Wychwood and Somerton. 

His contact details are: 

trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 

Telephone:  01869 340660 

OPFA would recommend that for Bloxham a trim trail might be a better 

option than outdoor fitness equipment as younger children can also use it, 

and therefore you would be better able to meet the community requirement 

for a whole community facility. 

6. Teen Shelter 

I have left the Thames Valley Police guide to teen shelters with the group. This 

is definitely an option, but it is important to consider where you would site it. It 

is also important to do consultation with residents as teenage shelters are 

often contentious issues. I would recommend discussing this with your local 

Police Community Support Officer to get their views. If it is a preferred option, 

OPFA can give further advice and guidance. Carterton in West Oxfordshire 

found that a teen shelter has really worked well on their recreation ground. 

They have put the shelter near the entrance to the recreation ground with a 

piece of teen ‘play’ equipment in front of it. An example of this kind of 

equipment would be the Turnfly, from Proludic: 

http://www.proludic.co.uk/CatalogueRetrieve.aspx?CatalogueID=234794&Pr

oductID=6489128 

or the Pendulum Seat from Huck 

http://www.huck-net.co.uk/playground/product/1696/20.01.040/ 

http://www.huck-net.co.uk/playground/category/1681/
http://www.eibe.co.uk/shop/default/506924/506922/0/0/trim-trail.html
mailto:trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk
http://www.proludic.co.uk/CatalogueRetrieve.aspx?CatalogueID=234794&ProductID=6489128
http://www.proludic.co.uk/CatalogueRetrieve.aspx?CatalogueID=234794&ProductID=6489128
http://www.huck-net.co.uk/playground/product/1696/20.01.040/
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Please note there are many other examples. 

7. New play equipment 

The play area on Jubilee Park would benefit from a revamp and it would 

definitely be worth considering. OPFA would suggest considering putting in 

new challenging equipment that would cater for a wider age range. We 

know that children learn through some element of managed risk and 

challenge. It teaches them to learn their own limitations in a fun and safe 

environment. Other communities have had great success in putting in more 

challenging and exciting equipment. We discussed, for example, a structure 

such as Pick Up Sticks, like the one in Hook Norton or Shipton under 

Wychwood. The children can challenge themselves depending on their age 

and ability, and each time can climb just that bit further. 

I included below some examples of local play areas, to give you some ideas. 

I have recommended visiting Tackley, Middle Barton, Steeple Aston, Hook 

Norton and Shipton under Wychwood to give you some ideas. I know that 

this has been done. 

OPFA can also put you in touch with people who have been through the 

process if you would find it useful. 

 

Shipton under Wychwood: climbing structure centre piece. 

 

You could also consider a structure such as the one that is the centre piece in 

the newly opened play area in Tackley. This is made by Sutcliffe Play and has 

been complemented with other wooden play structures around the edge, 
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Tackley: challenging climbing structure built by Sutcliffe Play 

 

Tackley: wooden combine harvester – built by Trevor Stewart 

 



11 
 

 

Middle Barton: climbing structure – built by Trevor Stewart 

 

 

 

Middle Barton – built by Trevor Stewart 
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Harwell Village Playground 

 

 

Burwell QEII Field – Witney – built by Huck 

The important thing to consider with a playground refurbishment is the same 

as the teenage project; further detailed consultation with the children is key. 

Successful playground projects are those that have worked closely with the 

end users. 

OPFA can help you further with this, and can also supply you with a copy of 

our Project Plan, that will help you through each stage. 
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8. Disability Audit 

The Steering Group recreation report made reference to the fact that it may 

be necessary to carry out a disability audit on existing facilities. If this is the 

case, OPFA would recommend that you approach RoSPA PlaySafety, or 

another member of the Register of Play Inspectors International (RPII). They 

are qualified to carry out disability audits, although there will be a charge for 

this. 

http://www.rospa.com/leisuresafety/playsafety/ 

http://www.playinspectors.com/RPII-Inspectors 

9. Funding  

From our initial meeting, I understand that there will be in the region of 

£300,000 from Section 106 funding and New Homes Bonus, to be used for 

sport and recreation. There is the need to use this funding for both indoor and 

outdoor recreation projects, as the Village Hall has been identified as 

requiring improvement. 

It is very important to work in conjunction with the village hall project when 

looking for any additional funding, as often the funding pots are the same, 

and therefore it would be counter-productive to both apply to the same pot. 

I have left my funding information sheet with the group, and would be happy 

to discuss detailed funding questions further as they arise, and to help work 

out how to apply. Aside from the Sport England funds referenced above, the 

largest pot of money available would be from Viridor Credits. I would 

recommend that this is ear marked for the Village Hall project, as there are 

other smaller pots of money that can be used for play specifically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rospa.com/leisuresafety/playsafety/
http://www.playinspectors.com/RPII-Inspectors


14 
 

10. Protection of Village Recreation Sites 

In light of the projected population growth in the parish and the fact that 

there is currently no obvious option for the purchase of new recreation land, 

OPFA would strongly consider protecting both the Jubilee Field and the 

Recreation Ground on the Tadmarton Road. A parish the size of Bloxham 

needs to at least maintain the existing amount of recreation land in order to 

meet current and future needs of the local community.  

 Fields in Trust, the name for the National Playing Fields Association, work with 

landowners to protect open spaces and have just opened a new scheme in 

partnership with the Royal British Legion; Centenary Fields. The initiative aims 

to secure recreational spaces in perpetuity to honour the memory of the 

millions of people who lost their lives in World War I. Landowners are 

encouraged to dedicate at least one recreational space as a Centenary 

Field.  Dedicating the fields under the programme provides a lasting way for 

the  Bloxham community to commemorate the centenary of World War I, 

whilst providing something for the local community at the same time. 

This extra level of protection would ensure that the recreation grounds remain 

recreation sites in perpetuity for current and future generations in Bloxham. 

The sites could not be lost.  

A protected field is likely to have more success in obtaining funding for the 

improvement of facilities, both locally and from grants. Funders would be 

able to be clear that they were investing for the long-term. 

Given the pressure on land in the parish, OPFA feels strongly that this would fit 

well with Bloxham. There is a lot more information on the scheme on the Fields 

in Trust website: 

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/centenaryfields.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/centenaryfields.aspx


15 
 

 

11. OPFA recommendations: 

There is clearly a lot to consider in taking the recreation facilities forward in 

Bloxham, whilst responding to the needs identified in the Neighbourhood Plan 

questionnaire, as well as the increase in population. 

OPFA can work with Bloxham Parish Council to help through the process. Our 

initial recommendations would be: 

 In the absence of any obvious additional recreational land, prioritise 

securing a community use agreement with Warriner School 

 Consider installing either outdoor fitness equipment or a trim trail – 

OPFA would consider that a trim trail could be designed to meet the 

requirements for a whole community facility more than outdoor fitness 

equipment. 

 Consult further with the teens in the village to find out whether they 

would like a shelter with some teen equipment, but consider carefully 

the location for this. 

 Improve the play area on Jubilee Field: consult further with the children 

and with OPFA help to see what kind of equipment would be required. 

 Consider protecting both Jubilee Field and the Recreation Ground 

through the Centenary Fields programme. 

 

 

 


