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Local Heritage Assets  
Non- Buildings Assessment Form  
Address of Asset  
Red Lion - Garden  
High Street, Bloxham  
Banbury  
Oxfordshire  
OX15 4LX  
 

Landscaping  

The present Red Lion building was moved from Old Bridge Road to its present location on the A361 
in the 1830s to serve travellers on the newly made highway which changed the course of the main 
road through Bloxham.  The Red Lion is described as possibly the leading 18th Century Inn used 
regularly by the Bloxham foeffees for their meetings.  
 
The Red Lion garden has been created by manmade structures on three sides.  It runs down to 
Bloxham Brook which flows through the heart of Bloxham providing an important focal point. The 
magnificent willow tree in the garden constitutes another focal point with a stunning view of the 
12th century church, ensuring that the garden as a whole is not only a distinctive, but also an 
important feature at the heart of the village. Old outbuildings exist by the side of the garden and the 
garden holds an historic 19th Century cast iron water pump which is listed by English Heritage. 

General Description  

The Red Lion garden lies within Bloxham’s conservation area to the north side of Bloxham Brook and 
has long been attached to the Red Lion pub providing a green centre as a character area of the 
conservation zone. Since this space was minimally occupied before the turnpike road was built, it is 
particularly important as the historic centre at the very heart of the village. It has continued to 
occupy a central community role right up to the present time.  
 
It is bounded on the south by Woodbine Cottage, a listed building, which is adjacent to the present 
village green and war memorial.  
 

From the time of the construction of the A361 in 1815 the village green has 
been just a small triangle of land next to the very busy road hosting the war 
memorial, but the adjacent Red Lion garden has continued to act as a centre 
of community activity. It is the only large green space in the village centre 
and as such there is a tradition of it being used for open-air community 
activities such as outdoor plays and village fetes and festivals. Photographic 
evidence is attached.  

The historical significance of the Red Lion garden and its continued ongoing use by the community 

will be considered in further information that follows.  

  



3 
 

 Heritage Context  

The garden is in the conservation area. The Red Lion itself is not a listed building but the Red 
Lion Garden lies next to the listed 17th Century thatched cottage which was left in situ when a 
neighbouring cottage was destroyed to make way for the new road. The neighbouring Joiners 
Arms is also a listed building. The 19th Century water pump on the bridge in the garden is a 
significant heritage asset, registered with English Heritage: no 1046203. 

Type  

The garden has been used for and for travellers to rest since the 18th century at least and for the 
community in the modern era, not only for a drink from the pub with the family, but also for the 
staging of open air plays and the annual music/arts/craft festival.  

Rarity  

It is becoming increasingly rare for a village garden space to survive. The Red Lion has 
represented the best communal garden space available within surrounding villages.  

Condition  

It is currently in a fairly good but deteriorating condition. The villagers tended the garden recently in 
preparation for the annual Bloxfest festival when the current owners Fullers allowed access.  

Use of Materials  

The bridge and the garden walls are made of local iron stone.  

Street Scene Value  

The garden is a pivotal landmark for the centre of the village. Photographic evidence is supplied  

Viability  

Strong – as described above the garden space has been used by the community for centuries  

Historic Association  

Strong – as above, the green space has been a focal point for travellers for centuries. It is sited within 
close proximity to the War Memorial and joined by the 17th Century Cottage in the centre it provides a 
magnificent reminder of the history of the people of Bloxham. It was most probably at one stage part of 
the village green which was destroyed by the building of the main route, when land was filled in and a 
Victorian bridge built. This is referenced in the Cherwell Conservation Appraisal for Bloxham (May 2007) 
point 6.2.  

The Conservation Appraisal further states: 

 

“Zone three is residential with the exception of the Red Lion pub. ....The Red Lion pub stands on the east of the High 
Street, a vernacular building relocated to its present position when the route of the road was altered. On either side 
of the street to the south of the brook are two 17th century cottages with thatched roofs. (.........). The largest areas 
of greenery are in the centre of the area by the war memorial and near the brook in the beer garden of the Joiners 
Arms. There is also a large weeping willow to the west of Old Bridge Road in the Red Lion’s garden that adds to the 
view up to the Elephant and Castle and marks the brook crossing point appealingly.”  

The whole area is of historical interest as the route of the old main road which most probably follows the route 

established through the original Anglo-Saxon settlement. The main road was constructed in 1815 under the 

auspices of the Bloxham Feoffees and Turnpike trustees. It crossed what was then the village green; two 

cottages which made part of a semi-circle between Woodbine Cottage and Brook House were demolished to 

make way for the new bridge. ....” 
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References to the Red Lion by local historians 

Exploring Old Bloxham by YS Huntriss  - first published 1004 ISBN 09508747 1 X – page 33 –Walk 2 

 

“On the other side of the road you have been passing the garden of the Red Lion, a leading 18th Century inn. 

This was the site of the original inn, standing by the old main road to serve those travelling on it. A Friendly 

Society (an early form of insurance society) was founded here in 1769, and here also the Feoffees held their 

meeting at that time.” 

 General historical Information from Clarence Butler dated 1972 (Courtesy of Peter Barwell, 

Bloxham Village Museum) 

 

“In the past Gypsies travelled the countryside looking for seasonal work. They would camp on the wide verges outside 
the village and come into the village pubs to drink. Feeling between the villagers and gypsies was not so good. They 
could drink their beer and if spoiling for a fight would turn their tankards upside down to show they were ready for a 
brawl.  
The landlord of the Red Lion was a man named Audley Fisher, a John Bull of a figure of a man; he dressed like him 
and he used to stand outside on summer days, outside the pub. I believe he was once a stud groom and whenever he 
went by on my pony he would stop me and give me numberless lessons in horsemanship. I shall always be grateful to 
him. An old thatcher named Benjamin Wise agreed with a man to thatch his public house. He agreed to buy the straw 
against which he’d have free drinks during thatching. When the time came to settle up, he owed the landlord money; 
he had more drinks than what the labour and the straw cost.  

In the early part of the 20th century the chief public houses were: The Red Lion, The Joiners Arms, The White 

Lion, The Hawk and Partridge, The Unicorn, The Drum and Monkey (originally The Railway Tavern), The 

Elephant and Castle. There was a beer off licence, The Gardener QArms, next to the Methodist Chapel, this was 

kept by a man who was a jobbing gardener. Most of the landlords had some second occupation.” 

Some background information from Yvonne Huntriss prepared c. 1981 for Bloxham museum and 

from  Banbury Fare October 1997. 
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Also referenced is the – church tapestry collection for the Millennium:  Tapestry of Red Lion sign 

and the comment 

 

....”It is a beautiful beamed pub and a Free House with lovely gardens alongside the brook, which have been the venue for 

three BATS (Bloxham Amateur Theatrical Society) summer plays.” 

Referenced in Bloxham Village and Folk written by David Gibbard – page 11 

 

“I cross over Humber Street past the gardens of Humber House to the Red Lion. In the early 1840s this was kept by a 
William Bennett.......Alfred Audley Fisher became the Landlord at about 1896 and kept it for many years followed by 
his son Bert who, in conjunction with George Smith, ran a taxi and bus service. The large garden at the back, which 
on occasions has been flooded, was often rented out for allotments (my father rented it for a number of years.)  

We now pass the wooden pump on the bridge that spans the village brook of no name. This pump has been used for 

generations and was still in use for farmers and builders, the water was transported by horse drawn water barrel. “  

From the British History of the County of Oxford: Volume 9 (pp 53-85)  

 

Several inns, built with courtyards and stabling sufficient in size to provide for travellers, lay on the main road 
as it passed through Bloxham. Five were licensed in 1753, and in 1782 and 1783 there were six. The 'Hawk and 
Partridge', 'Joiners' Arms', 'Elephant and Castle', and 'Red Lion' were among the six. Three of these still 
flourished in 1965. The 'Red Lion' seems to have been the leading 18thcentury inn and was used by the town 
feoffees for meetings. A Friendly Society was founded there in 1769. The present 'Red Lion', which is on a site 
different from that of 1783, was evidently built in the 1830s to serve travellers on the new highway, when the 
course of the main road through Bloxham was altered.  

 
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=101914 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=101914
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Appendix – Photos  of  The Red Lion Garden - general context 
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The Red Lion Gardens: at the heart of outdoor community activities. 

 

 

 

 

 
Red Lion Millennium Tapestry & Text in Bloxham Church - This 
public house dates from 1769. It originally faced Old Bridge Road, 
which was then the main road through the village. In 1825 it was 
rebuilt on the same site but facing the new High Street. For the 
past sixteen years it has been run by Paul and Carol Cooper. It is a 
beautiful beamed pub and a Free House, with lovely gardens 
alongside the brook, which have been the venue for three BATS 
(Bloxham Amateur Theatrical Society) summer plays. There is a 
notable collection of jugs hanging from the beams and a large log 
fire burns in winter.  (Stitched by Marian Stein) 
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