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Part 2 Comments 
 
 

 

 The council never listen. 
 

 I grew up in Bloxham and my parents still live in my family home.  I was lucky to 
benefit from a CDC scheme in 2000 that allowed local young people to buy on a 
shared equity scheme in the village.  Stepping up the housing ladder for people on 
low incomes that have local links needs to be made easier and more accessible.   
 

 Bloxham does not have enough affordable housing or affordable rented housing 
stock.  Building detached 4/5 bed properties only adds to this problem. 
 

 I know many people who have moved to Banbury but still return socially because 
they miss the community spirit.  They moved for financial reasons and cannot afford 
to move back. 
 

 Small sympathetic developments are ok but developers must be made to consider 
the social and environmental implications- provision of schools, road improvements 
housing density etc. 
 

 Recent planned developments are on a ridiculously excessive scale. 
 

 Cannot believe new homes are to be built- overcrowded roads and schools, parking 
etc. already disgraceful! 
 

 My house is the featured photo of the flooding in Bloxham and my main concern 
about further developments in Bloxham is whether drainage systems and other 
infrastructure can cope. 
 

 This is an interesting and searching questionnaire- thank you. 
 

 Bloxham should aim to be a modern active community and not be a retirement 
village.  It should welcome more people young people and businesses. 
 

 Question 2 suggests that infill is suitable for village developments- emphatically not 
this destroys character faster than anything.  

This document lists comments made by respondents to the Bloxham 
Neighbourhood Plan Residents Survey.  Where there is a possibility of a 

respondent being identified, a comment has been edited. 
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 I really like Bloxham but the traffic and paths need auditing and changing as this is 
not acceptable. Also the speed that vehicles drive through the village needs 
monitoring.  Do we have to wait until there is another fatality?  If the roads were 
made safer housing developments would not be a problem. 
 

 We’d rather prefer to keep Bloxham rural- new housing development should move 
to existing big towns like Banbury. 
 

 Although not personally affected, I am concerned for parents with children living in 
Bloxham who need their children to attend their own village school and not to be 
transported elsewhere.  
 

 Improvements desperately needed to centre of village. 
 

 The sheer volume of traffic during the primary school run is completely 
unacceptable. I walk my child to school daily and cars driving along the pavement is a 
regular occurrence. The situation is an accident waiting to happen.  
 

 Bloxham has grown far too quickly against the wishes of residents.  Further 
development needs to stop to ensure facilities can catch up.  Then we can decide 
where future building can go. 
 

 Bloxham does not need any more houses due to limited facilities. 
 

 Before any more building is allowed infrastructure and services need to be 
improved. 
 

 All new build has play areas for 1-5yr olds.  There are no facilities for teenagers. We 
need a facility with snooker table/pool table/coffee snack area similar to the “hall” 
at Hamnell Fields. 
 

 Inadequate and overcrowded roads and dangerous on-street parking are important 
problems.  New houses should only be built if a corresponding number of old 
properties without parking are demolished. 
 

 Limit or remove parking in areas adjacent to shops in high street and provide off 
road truck loading/unloading bays to remove regular morning bottleneck. 
 

 All the stiles need attention.  It is impossible for elderly people to get along marked 
field footpaths because of the poor condition of the stiles. 
 

 When you stand at the church and look down the high street looking towards 
Bloxham school you wonder how the school managed to build such an ugly 1970s-
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type, greyish square brick type building in the grounds.  We can’t have this type of 
carbuncle again!! 
 

 I think I may have wasted the last 15 minutes as nothing will ever come of this survey 
as in the recent past. 
 

 Parking in the village needs addressing.   
 

 What is needed in Bloxham is a larger, more suitable hall to enable more people to 
attend meetings or suitable events like dances.   
 

 Housing in Bloxham has increased markedly and investment now needs to focus on 
improving infrastructure in the village before new homes are considered. 
 

 A pretty, friendly village is being ruined by too much development too rapidly and 
without sufficient thought being given to limitations of infrastructure.  I hope this 
plan (albeit too late) will hold, to ensure that local voices are heard. 
 

 We do not have the infrastructure to cope with anymore large developments. 
 

 The parking around the village is terrible.  I walk a lot and to do the school run and 
am always having to walk on busy main road with a double pram and a 7yr old.  It 
never used to be like this.   
 

 We need people in Bloxham who contribute to the village- no more benefit housing. 
 

 I have a son who teaches in the village and currently rents (private landlord).  He and 
his partner would like to buy and stay in the village as it would reduce traffic 
journeys and offer longer term security.  But where are the affordable houses for 
this young professional?  Where is the home so he can start his family? 
 

 Our major concern is infrastructure; doctor, energy, transport, schools. 
 

 The most important need is for good infrastructure.  The parking on the main road 
by the present shops is dangerous and obstructive- better to move most shops out 
of the road to a more accessible site.  More houses equals more congestion.  We 
also need a much better bus service in Banbury 
 

 What do you mean by rural Bloxham?  It is a large village in a fairly rural landscape.    
 

 A number of these questions are not relevant to us, being retired and both over 80. 
 

 The existing recreation ground in South Newington Rd is in a dangerous position and 
lacks parking. It would be better used for limited housing. To replace it the “Clump” 
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(presently owned by Taylor Wimpy) would be ideal for development as a 
recreational facility.  
 

 With the new developments passed by Government on Barford Road and Milton 
Road think there is already a problem. People currently living in Bloxham have the 
worry that they may not be able to secure entry to the schools. Further 
developments on this scale will ruin Bloxham as a village, and people will move away 
for this reason.  
 

 Bloxham and historical rural villages should NOT be used to stuff lots of new houses 
where there are not sufficient services, transport links and employment to support 
increased population! Our countryside is precious and should NOT be destroyed 
under bricks, mortar, concrete and tarmac! There are still SQUARE MILES of re-
development sites in and around our cities where there are all the services, shops, 
restaurants, greater opportunity for employment, education, entertainment, busses, 
taxies, trains etc. etc. etc. We should re-develop these sites in cities – such as 
Glasgow, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds etc.  See excellent example in Portishead 
near Bristol – fabulous development around the marina. I am totally despairing of 
gormless central government planning. Why do we elect morons with no sense of 
history, culture, heritage, scenery.  Keep Bloxham Rural!  
 

 No matter what we say, will Pickles have the power to run roughshod over our 
village? 
 

 This questionnaire is written in such a leading and negative way. NOT all people 
living here are against development and feel that the new housing developments are 
a negative factor on Bloxham. Those who oppose the development don’t mind living 
in a thriving and vibrant village with good property re-sale prices. Those of us who 
live in the new developments enjoy excellent housing, like living in Bloxham and 
greatly contribute to keeping Bloxham thriving. Without us, it would be populated by 
the elderly who can’t contribute financially. Those responsible for “keep Bloxham 
Rural” are trying to keep out any new people who don’t agree with their views. We 
can’t stop development, we must embrace it and ensure our facilities are expanded 
to meet the needs of our growing and thinning village. Not be so negative to change.  
 

 We came to Bloxham in 1975 because it was NOT rural. It was a commuter village 
convenient to Banbury and with amenities (shop, garage, post office). It wasn’t rural 
then – it certainly isn’t now. – It must grow & continue to grow.  
 

 Disappointed by the rather obvious nature of some of the questions – e.g. do not 
want new developments to make congestion worse.  Why wouldn’t anybody not 
want new dwellings? Location to take into account walking safety.  
 

 I believe that Bloxham is committed to providing more than its fair share of new 
housing already i.e. above and beyond that which the available local services are 
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able to support. I am particularly concerned about the planning application on 
appeal for Tadmarton Road and the fact that local planning authority knowledge and 
decisions are being overridden by government that doesn’t have to live here.   
 

 Both as a resident who knows the village, its facilities and infrastructure and 
employment opportunities it is quite clearly fully if not over-developed. The recent 
decision to build large numbers of additional properties is insane. Either it should 
remain a village (but with infrastructure and employment opportunities increased by 
injection of large public investment to provide these) or it has to become a town of 
30,000 plus appropriate accoutrements. It is very important that the green areas in 
the centre of the village are protected. Allotments, community orchard and 
community gardens for growing vegetables + eco-renovation for older properties – 
community electricity generation + other green schemes.  
 

 It would be great to Have play facilities like those in Middle Barton and Steeple 
Aston. I think it would bring the community together.  
 

 Moved out to live in neighbouring village.  
 

 Questionnaire is too long and will reduce number which are completed 
 

 The Neighbourhood Plan is an excellent initiative.  However, despite the keep 
Bloxham rural campaign and a strong case supported at Bodicote house the 
residents of Bloxham have been ignored and our protests silenced.  The developers 
seem to have won. 
 

 Too many leading and obvious questions! 
 

 Improvement is definitely needed to Jubilee and the Red play areas.  I find that older 
children use the playground and leave a mess (teenagers) – perhaps there is nothing 
for them to do.  Some sheltered and uncovered picnic benches would be useful in 
these areas.  Playground surfaces need an overhaul especially in the under 5’s area.  
Looking for my children’s future, I would like somewhere safe for them to go with 
their friends when they are older. 
 

 Too little, too late. 
 

 If we lived in a democracy this questionnaire would not be needed.  But we don’t.  
We live in a dictatorship where actions are imposed upon us.  A democracy would 
have the UK 1- out of the EU, 2- stop all immigration, 3- restore capital punishment, 
4- have elected judges.  But no, we are controlled by a minority of well-educated 
dictators who don’t give a toss for the general public.  And what about the cost of 
HS2? 
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 I am a retired widow.  I do not believe this survey is particularly appropriate for 
people like myself.  [Bloxham needs] better and more comprehensive range of local 
shops, a better bus service, well paved, well lit and safe footpaths, access to 
doctor’s, dentist’s, better traffic control (particularly on the high street), traffic 
calming, and an HGV weight limit. 
 

 This response seem NIMBY but we feel that Bloxham has already reached saturation 
point.  The servies which allowed building in the past are now becoming 
overwhelmed.  Because of the pressure of numbers, any further increase in houses 
would mean residents looking outside the village for services like schools and 
doctors. 
 

 No more additional housing please! This is a village that residents pay substantially 
more to live in than a town, as we have beautiful rural views and authentic historical 
buildings – which a lot of tourists come to see.  I do not want this to change, which it 
will – with ugly new builds popping up all over the place! 
 

 No clear questions about likelihood of students returning to live at home.  Needed a 
section on older adult needs as you highlight village has aging population.  Although 
understandably this is about building usage rather than social needs. 
 

 There is concern that the primary school is at maximum capacity.  People moving to 
the village have an expectation that their children can attend their local primary 
school, so this should be considered in the number of new developments. 
 

 There has been too much development in Bloxham already, spoiling the ancient 
nature of the village and no more should be allowed in my opinion. 
 

 Current facilities need to be addressed first before adding more new homes.  Parking 
for the primary school is non-existent.  Parents take great risks getting their children 
to school with no though for road users, most of which probably live in the village. 
 

 Including 2 sites already built, 2 sites to be developed and one more which has gone 
to appeal, this makes a total of 378 house (approx.) – surely this is enough.  We feel 
the village is being spoilt and will be grossly over populated. 
 

 More housing needs more school places – more doctors – and will put more 
pressure on shops etc. Designated parking for drop off and collecting children from 
schools, i.e. park for cars at primary and all other schools to relieve congestion in 
early morning and afternoons.  
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 Part 3 Comments 
 

 People of our age are looking to downsize to smaller, interesting well designed 
smaller properties with character, in nice settings and with thoughtful landscaping. 
 

 Great idea to conduct a questionnaire.  
 

 We don’t need any more housing in Bloxham. 
 

 We wish to move into a sturdier house, not plasterboard-like modern houses as 
there is no sound insulation.  

 

 Please note you have not asked about the roads.  We are very concerned re: the 
traffic volume and speed within the village.  Only yesterday an accident nearly 
happened by the church.  There are lots of young children about.  There is far too 
much traffic on A361. 
 

 We are desperate for a bigger property in the village but if they are building too 
frequently then the facilities can’t cope, such as doctor’s, local primary school etc. 
 

 I would like to see lots of new houses and a couple of night clubs in Bloxham, a few 
more pubs too, an Olympic size swimming pool, ice rink, bowling alley, picture house 
and 3 multi storey car parks for motorcycles only- and all without wheelchair access. 
 

 Suggestions for congestion outside Co-op:  take part of path and make it into a layby. 
This will free up road and still leave enough public walkway not to be a safety issue. 
Desperately need new play equipment. See Hook Norton for perfect play area.  
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