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The Main Questionnaire 

Logistics 
 

1. The Questionnaire was created by the Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
2. It was printed by the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC) and 1341 copies of it 

distributed by a willing bunch of Bloxham volunteers. 
3. Residents returned the questionnaire by post to ORCC who entered and analysed the data. 

 

Statistics 
The return rate was 45% 
There are two key measures1 :   Confidence Level   and Margin of Error 
Surveys usually aim for a 95%+ confidence level and 5% margin of error. 

 95% confidence level  means had  the whole population had responded there’s a 95% 
chance the result would be the same as obtained  from your sample 

 5% margin of error means that if the whole population had responded the %age voting for 
any particular choice would be within +/- 5% of the %age obtained from your sample. 

 
The percentage of responses that you need for a 95% confidence level drops as the population size 
increases. 2   (Indeed a number of recent studies conclude that the expense of increasing the 
response rate frequently is not justified given the difference in survey accuracy3) 

 

 Our population size is 1340 (houses.) 

 Our returns were 605 

 Our response rate was 45.1% 

 It can be shown that any question answered by more than 300 people is statistically going to 
meet the 95% confidence level.   

 The margin of error depends on both the sample size and the degree of variation between 
people’s answers. (The more people agree the lower the margin of error that results from a 
low response rate!) 

 If we make very conservative assumptions about the extent of agreement then with our 
population (1340) and response rate (50%) the margin of error will be less than 2.95%. 4 5  

 Part 1 of the questionnaire, which is about the main policies of the N.P. residents answered 
nearly every question and so all of the above applies. 

 Part 2 asked for more personal information such as household income and house values, 
mortgage etc. Substantially fewer answered these questions.  Such reluctance is commonly 
experienced6 but nonetheless means we cannot have quite the same confidence in the 
answers –the more so where people are talking about others that they know rather than 
themselves.  

 Part 3 is answered by a much smaller sample of around 50.  Inevitably the validity of the 
results is more questionable as each individual causes a bigger swing in the results. 

                                                           
1
 http://www.snapsurveys.com/blog/good-response-rate-random-survey-sample/ 

2
 http://www.greatbrook.com/survey_accuracy.pdf  

3
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Response_rate  

4
 http://www.comres.co.uk/poll-digest/11/margin-of-error-calculator.htm#  

5
 http://www.custominsight.com/articles/random-sample-calculator.asp  

6
 http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/memosweb3.pdf  

http://www.snapsurveys.com/blog/good-response-rate-random-survey-sample/
http://www.greatbrook.com/survey_accuracy.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Response_rate
http://www.comres.co.uk/poll-digest/11/margin-of-error-calculator.htm
http://www.custominsight.com/articles/random-sample-calculator.asp
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/memosweb3.pdf
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Summary 
1. Build only the minimum required by the CDC Local Plan  
2. No more major developments during the period of this plan 
3. Protect cultural heritage and avoid urbanisation. 
4. Respect existing dwellings in terms of privacy, density and sympathetic materials 
5. New homes to be sustainable from an energy and water perspective in line with CSH. 
6. New homes to meet lifetime homes standards to adapt to needs of changing age groups. 
7. Onsite parking for at least 2 cars for all family homes. 
8. Residents are highly car dependent with 66% having 2 or more vehicles and only 2% having none. 
9. The nature of the roads and pavements and size and quantity of traffic militate against low-

carbon forms of travel (walking and cycling.) Cycling is extremely uncommon. 
10. Proper attention should be paid to siting new developments to minimise extra traffic. 
11. Proper attention should be paid to siting new developments to permit walking and cycling to 

schools and the rate of development should not outstrip the capacity of the primary school. 
12. There is a high incidence of problems with all utilities except gas. Electricity supply problems are 

the most common but internet and mobile connectivity are the two people would most like 
improved. 

13. Amongst the businesses people would most commonly like are: cafes, pubs, restaurants, a 
hardware store, fresh food and bakery shops, and a garden centre. 

14. The outdoor recreation areas that receive most use are the play areas at the Rec and the Jubilee. 
15. The indoor recreation areas that receive most use are the ex-Servicemen’s Hall and the Dewey 

Centre / swimming pool. 
16. People favoured expenditure on whole village facilities rather than LEAPs. 
17. Only a minority (22%) think Bloxham could support a large community Hall in addition to existing 

and planned provision. 
18. Over 90% of Bloxham households are owner-occupied many (53%) with no mortgage. 
19. The majority (around 60%) of dwellings are detached and almost 57% have 4 bedrooms or more. 
20. The most populous age group is 45 – 65 years but all age groups are well represented. 
21. Around 52% of the population are working 28% are retired 16% are students. 
22. The village has a good mix in terms of the length of time living in the village.  
23. Although there are properties valued at under £200K the most common price range is £3-400K. 
24. Incomes are generally high by local standards. 
25. Around a quarter of residents say they are contemplating moving within the next few years: 

about half within Bloxham and half outside of it. 
26. Potential movers had firm criteria including: parking, privacy, a garden and not high density. 
27. Around a quarter of households had somebody leave in the last few years. Around half left for 

employment and a third for education. The remainer left because they couldn’t find a suitable or 
affordable house in the village. 

28. The types of housing people thought the village required was very mixed. The biggest single 
choice (34%) was bungalows. 

29.  The type of housing tenure residents thought Bloxham needed were: owner-occupiers (43%) 
shared ownership (24%) and affordable rented (16%). (We have relatively little shared ownership 
housing.) Around 9% expressed some interest in self-build housing. 

30. 40 respondents (7%) said they knew 88 families that would like to move to Bloxham. This was 
mostly to be near family. 

31. Around 50 households filled in part 3 of the form for those who wanted a new home. 
32. The type of housing being sought was bungalows, detached, semis, terraced in 5:2:2:1 ratio and 

most sought 2 or 3 bedroom properties. 
33. The 1

st
 choice tenure sought was overwhelmingly self-owned with a few shared equity and 

affordable rented. 
34. Around two-thirds of those seeking a new home currently own their own homes. 
35. Only half of the respondents filled in data as to what rent or mortgage they could afford and over 

half of these were in the top category. (Others possibly did not complete this as they already had 
properties and were downsizing so wouldn’t need a mortgage.) 

36. Ninety percent (45)  of people seeking a new home already lived in Bloxham. 
37. Only three of the people seeking a new home was on the CDC housing register. 
38. Most resident comments were about development without the accompanying infrastructure. 
39. A few comments’ noted the alternative to development is decay. 
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The Structure of the Questionnaire 
The questionnaire consists of an introduction and 3 Main parts each with subsections. 
 

 Introduction – Confidentiality, reasons for it  and how to complete it. 

 Part 1 – Neighbourhood Plan related questions 

 Part 2 – Housing survey: type of housing, affordability and housing need 

 Part 3 – Do you need a home in Bloxham:  need, financial situation and eligibility. 
  
 

Part 1 Neighbourhood Plan Questions 

Size & shape of developments 
 

1 The Cherwell District Council (CDC) Local 
Plan will specify a minimum number of 
extra dwellings that Bloxham has to take. 
Assuming we can meet the housing needs 
of residents should we aim to provide only 
the minimum number of additional new 
dwellings we are required to have? 
 

Minimum Extra 
Dwellings Percent Number 

Yes 93.8 564 

No 4.7 28 

Don't know 1.5 9 

Total 100 601 
 

 
2 The emerging CDC Local Plan indicates 

that additional village developments 
should be in the form of infill and minor 
development. (Minor development 
generally means between 1 and 9 
dwellings.)  
Do you agree with this? 
 

Q2 Percent Number 

Yes 87 523 

No 8.2 49 

Don't 
know 4.8 29 

Total 100 601 
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3 Protecting Bloxham’s heritage 

Bloxham conservation area document 
identifies views important to the 
landscape of Bloxham such as the church, 
views along High Street and Church 
Street and of Bloxham School etc.  
Should such important views be 
permanently protected?  
 

Q 3  Percent Number 

Yes 97.3 585 

No 1.5 9 

Don't 
know 1.2 7 

Total 100 601 
  

 
Preserving the rural feel 
 
Do you think new developments should 
seek to preserve the existing rural 
character? 
 

Q4  Percent Number 

Yes 98.3 593 

No 1.2 7 

Don't 
know 0.5 3 

Total 100 603 
 

 
5 Should wide grass verges and tree or 

hedgerow screening be the norm to 
soften any village edge developments? 
 

Yes 95.7 574 

No 1.5 9 

Don't 
know 

2.8 17 

Total 100 600 

 
 
 

 



9 
 

6 Should developments anywhere in the 
village seek to preserve or replace as 
many trees and hedgerows as 
practicable? 
 

Q6 Percent Number 

Yes 98.2 587 

No 1.2 7 

Don't 
know 0.7 4 

Totals 100.1 598 
 

 
7 Should new developments, especially 

those towards the village boundaries, 
seek to minimise unnecessary light 
pollution? 
 

Q7 Percent Number 

Yes 93.2 561 

No 2.8 17 

Don't 
know 4 24 

Totals 100 602 
 

 
8 Tall 3-storey town-house dwellings are 

increasingly popular with developers.   
Are these an appropriate design for the 
village of Bloxham? 
 

Q8 Percent Number 

Yes 9.8 59 

No 82.7 498 

Don't 
know 7.5 45 

Totals 100 602 
 

 



10 
 

9 
Respecting existing Properties 
Housing density is about how close 
together houses are built.  Should new 
developments avoid abrupt changes of 
density between new and existing 
housing? 
 

Q9 Percent Number 

Yes 89.3 534 

No 4.8 29 
Don't 
know 5.9 35 

Totals 100 598 
 

 
10 Should the height and positioning of new 

buildings ensure minimal invasion of 
privacy for existing dwellings. (E.g. Tall 
buildings should not be placed right up 
against and overlooking existing 
bungalows.) 
 

Q10 Percent Number 

Yes 98.3 590 

No 1 6 

Don't 
know 

0.7 4 

Totals 100 600 
 

 
 
 

11 Is it important that the materials used for 
new housing complements that of 
existing neighbouring properties.   
 

Q11 Percent Number 

Yes 95.7 575 

No 2.3 14 

Don't 
know 

2 12 

Totals 100 601 
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12 Where a new development is in an area 
that already has houses with a mix of 
styles and materials should new 
dwellings ‘lean towards’ using rural 
materials and styles wherever 
appropriate? 
 

Q12 Percent Number 

Yes 91.3 549 

No 4.2 25 

Don't 
know 

4.5 27 

Totals 100 601 

 
 
 
  

13 
Sustainable Homes 
Should all new homes be built to high 
energy efficiency standards as 
recommended in the government’s 
Code for Sustainable Homes? 
 

Q13 Percent Number 

Yes 94.5 569 

No 2.3 14 
Don't 
know 

3.2 
19 

Totals 100 602 
 

 
14 Should all new homes be built to high 

water efficiency standards as 
recommended in the government’s 
Code for Sustainable Homes? 
 

Q14 Percent Number 

Yes 94.2 568 

No 2.3 14 
Don't 
know 

3.5 
21 

Totals 100 603 
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15 
Lifetime Homes 
We have an ageing population. Should 
new homes be readily adaptable to 
accommodate older people and those 
with limited mobility? 
 

Q15 Percent Number 

Yes 80.3 482 

No 9.8 59 
Don't 
know 

9.8 
59 

Totals 99.9 600 

 
 

 
16 To allow ease of access should all new 

houses have at least one off-street 
parking area immediately next to an 
entrance? 
 

Q15 Percent Number 

Yes 89.5 538 

No 5.8 35 
Don't 
know 

4.7 
28 

Totals 100 601 
 

 
17 Should new family homes have at least 

one room that can easily be turned into a 
home office? (E.g. have good daylight, 
good sound insulation, adequate 
electrical and broadband sockets etc.) 
 

Q15 Percent Number 

Yes 56.4 338 

No 23.9 143 
Don't 
know 

19.7 
118 

Totals 100 599 
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18 Downsizing 
If a suitable smaller property was 
available in Bloxham might you be 
interested in downsizing to it in the next 
2 - 10 years? 
 

Q15 Percent Number 

Yes 31.8 189 

No 59.2 352 
Don't 
know 

9.1 
54 

Totals 100.1 595 

 
 

 

 
Q19 Which of these would be important 

criteria for any property you might 
eventually downsize to? 
(These are things residents have 
mentioned in the past. Tick any number 
of answers.) 
 
 
 
 

 

Downsize criteria % Number 

Convenient parking 76 425 

Privacy - not overlooked 72.3 404 

Garden Space but manageable 71.6 400 

Houses not crammed 69.8 390 

Bungalow 26.5 148 

Total Respondents 
 

559 
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Q20 
Getting around Bloxham 
How do people in your household travel 
to work?   (Tick all that apply and say 
how many separate cars and cycles are 
used. 
 
Across Cherwell the rate of car usage7 for 
trips to work falls into the 56-63% range. 
In Bloxham it’s 74%  

 

How travel to work Number Per House 

Car 664 1.5 

walk 81 0.2 

train 48 0.1 

bus 44 0.1 

cycle 43 0.1 

motorcycle / scooter 9 0 

taxi 7 0 

Total Respondents 452 
 Total trips to work 896  

 

 

 
 

 

                                                           
7
 http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/interactive/census-map-2-3---method-of-travel/index.html  

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/interactive/census-map-2-3---method-of-travel/index.html
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Q21 By what means do 
members of your 
household usually travel to 
school?    (Tick any 
number.) 
 
Nationally for trips under 1 
mile the walking rates are: 
79% for primary pupils and 
89% for secondary.8 
In Bloxham the overall rate 
is 48% 
 

 

Travel to school Percent Total 

walk 47.5 132 

car 38.1 106 

bus 10.8 30 

cycle 2.5 7 

motorbike 0.7 2 

taxi 0.4 1 

Totals 100 278 
 

 

 
 

 
  

                                                           
8
 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/243957/nts2012-01.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/243957/nts2012-01.pdf
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Q22 By what means do 
members of your 
household most commonly 
travel to Banbury for things 
like shopping or 
entertainment?   (Tick any 
number.) 
 

 

Q22 Percent Number 

car 70.5 572 

bus 17.6 143 

taxi 5.8 47 

walk  2.7 22 

cycle 2.1 17 

motorbike 1.2 10 

 
100 811 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



17 
 

 

2
3 

If you have children who travel to 
school by car then please tell us the 
reasons. (Tick any number.)  
 
286 responses of whom 208 say the 
question doesn't apply to them.  So 
286-208 = 78 people choosing a 
reason. 
Total reasons chosen = 138 so almost 2 
reasons per active respondent. 
 
 

 

Why to school by car Percent Number 

Too far to walk or cycle 53.8 42 

Busy & it's quicker 42.3 33 

Roads too busy or narrow to 
cycle 35.9 28 

Roads too busy to cross 30.8 24 

Pavements too narrow to walk 14.1 11 

doesn't apply 
 

208 
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24 To reduce the traffic impact of on-
street parking do you think that 
plans for new family homes in 
Bloxham should include at least two 
off-street parking spaces? 
 

Q24  
Perce

nt 
Numb

er 

Yes 88.6 527 

No 6.9 41 
Don't 
know 4.5 27 

Total 100 595 
 

 

 
25 Do you think locations for new 

developments should be chosen to 
avoid making existing congestion 
areas worse? 
 

Q25  Percent Number 

Yes 97.2 581 

No 1.3 8 
Don't 
know 1.5 9 

Total 100 598 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

26 When considering the location of 
new dwellings should preference be 
given to those offering safer 
pedestrian routes to village services 
such as: the High Street, health 
centre, church and pubs? 
 

Q26  Percent Number 

Yes 83.5 497 

No 7.4 44 
Don't 
know 9.1 54 

Total 100 595 
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27 When considering the location of 
new dwellings should the safety of 
walking or cycling routes to the 
village schools be taken into 
account? 
 

Q27 
Perce

nt 
Numb

er 

Yes 90.6 541 

No 4.5 27 
Don't 
know 4.9 29 

Total 100 597 

 
 

 
 

28 
Is it important that the number of new 
houses does not increase so rapidly that the 
capacity   of the primary school is exceeded 
meaning children have to be transported by 
car or bus to schools outside of Bloxham? 
 

Q28 Percent Number 

Yes 96.1 574 

No 2 12 
Don't 
know 1.8 11 

Total 99.9 597 

 
 
 
 

 
 

29 To reduce the traffic impact of on-
street parking should plans for 
additional shops in Bloxham have to 
identify suitable off street parking 
spaces for staff and customers? 
 

Q29 Percent Number 

Yes 86.9 518 

No 7.9 47 
Don't 
know 5.2 31 

Total 100 596 
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30 
Village Infrastructure 
 
In the last five years which of the 
following has your household 
experienced problems with? 
(Tick however many boxes are 
relevant) 
 

Infrastructure problems Percent Number 

electricity - cuts or voltage drops 77.3 463 

mobile reception 64.3 385 

broadband 64.1 384 

water supply - cuts 51.9 311 

water supply - pressure 44.4 266 

surface water drainage problems 23.4 140 

foul water drainage problems 6.8 41 

no problems 5.8 35 

gas 2.3 14 

Total responses 340.3 2039 

Total respondents 
 

599 
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31 Which TWO of these utility services 
would you most like to see 
improved? 

 

Utility Percent Number 

Broadband 56.2 326 

Mobile 41.2 239 

Electricity 39.8 231 

Drainage 30 174 

Water 29.8 173 

Gas 1 6 

Total replies 
 

580 
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32 Please tick any mobile phone 
provider that you know has GOOD 
reception in Bloxham 

 

Provider Percent Number 

O2 9.3 30 

Virgin 1.2 4 

Vodaphone 55 177 

EE 29.5 95 

Three 4.7 15 

Other 0.3 1 

Total responses 100 322 

Don't know 64.6 208 

Total respondents 
 

497 
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33 Does your household use a 
broadband (internet) connection? 
 

Q33 Percent Number 

Yes 93 555 

No 6.5 39 
Don't 
know 0.5 3 

Total 100 597 

 
Bloxham is on the Oxon Broadband 
Project roll-out and should have 
superfast broadband by 2015 
 

 

 

34 Which of these does anyone in the 
household frequently use to get 
information about Bloxham? 
 
There is a major digital divide in 
Bloxham and  online communication 
with residents always has to be 
supplemented by paper copy.  

 

Medium % Users 

Noticeboards 41.4 244 

Broadsheet (paper) 94.4 557 

Broadsheet (online) 19.2 113 

PC website 14.1 83 

Banbury Guardian 46.3 273 

Other 1.7 10 

Total 
 

590 
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35 
Businesses in 
Bloxham 
 
What types of 
additional business 
should we most 
encourage to start-up in 
or around Bloxham? 

 

What additional businesses Percent Number 

pubs cafes restaraunts 53.1 269 

farming and smallholdings 46.7 237 

creative / artistic 41.6 211 

knowledge based (IT, consultancy) 37.3 189 

accommodation - hotels b&b 37.3 189 

retail food 31.4 159 

small industrial workshops 26.8 136 

retail non-food 25.4 129 

Construction (plumbers, decorators etc) 19.9 101 

health /beauty 11.2 57 

accommodation -camping / caravans 8.9 45 

Total number of responses 
 

1722 

Total number of respondents 
 

507 
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36  What ONE additional type of business would you most like to see in Bloxham? 
 

209 people completed this section.  
 

Hardware shop 12.0%  Florist  1.5% 

Restaurants 12.0%  Swimming pool/ sports 1.5% 

Café 9.0%  Health food shop 1.0% 

Farm-shop, butcher, fishmonger 7.5%  Small manufacturing 1.0% 

Bakery 6.5%  Small-holding 1.0% 

Creative/ artistic/ artisan 6.5%   tourism <1.0% 

Garden centre/ nursery 6.0%   Teenage employment <1.0% 

Knowledge-based  6.0%  Pub <1.0% 

Antique shops/ gifts 4.0%  fine-food retail <1.0% 

B&B 4.0%   non-food retail <1.0% 

Red Lion Hub 4.0%   shoe-shop <1.0% 

Supermarket 4.0%   theatre <1.0% 

Takeaways 4.0%   massage <1.0% 

Bank 2.0%   taxi service  <1.0% 

Clothes shop 1.5%  

Car/ motorcycle maintenance 1.5%  

Curry House 1.5%  
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37 
Outdoor recreation in Bloxham 
Approx. what use do people from your household make of the following outdoor spaces? 
 

 

 
% % % % % 

What use of outdoor spaces weekly monthly  occasional never Overall usage  

Jubilee Play Areas 25.8 27.3 25.8 9.2 25.9 

The Rec Play areas 24.5 25.8 24.1 9.7 24.6 

Jubilee pitches 19.2 20.5 19.7 10.9 19.4 

The Rec pitches 19.2 12.1 17.8 11.2 18.3 

Smaller play areas (LAPS) 5.2 4.5 5.4 14.3 5.2 

Bridges Close Play area 2.6 3.8 3.3 14.7 2.8 

Woodland Park Play area 1.7 4.5 2 15 2.1 

Crabtree Close Play area 1.7 1.5 1.9 15 1.7 

 
99.9 100 100 100 100 
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38 - 41  Does the village need more outdoor …. 
 

 

Q 38 - 42 Yes No 
Ratio 

(Yes:No) 

More play areas for 0-5 year olds? 14 39.6 0.35 

More play areas for 5 - 12 year olds? 26.5 31.1 0.85 

More recreation areas for teenagers 53.6 14.3 3.75 

More recreation areas for teenagers 32.5 34.2 0.95 

 
 

 

 
 

Q42 If land became available for 
allotments would you want 
one? 
 

Q42 Percent Number 

Yes 28.1 166 

No 60.9 360 
Don't 
know 11 65 

Total 100 591 
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43 Do you think Bloxham has 
enough Sports pitches? 
 

Q43 Percent Number 

Yes 54.2 319 

No 13.6 80 
Don't 
know 32.3 190 

Total 100.1 589 
 

 

 
44  

Which of these groups is MOST 
in need of IMPROVED outdoor 
recreation facilities? 
 
 
 

 

Q44 Percent Number 

Age 0-5 6.4 41 

Age 6-12 11.8 76 

Teenagers 38 245 

Adults 9.8 63 

Don't 
know 34 219 

Totals 100 644 
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45 Which of these 
recreation facilities do 
you think would get 
most long-term use? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Which would get most long-term use? % Number 

MUGA 44.3 229 

skateboard park 24.2 125 

Outdoor gym area 14.7 76 

Full size cricket field 12.2 63 

Other 4.6 24 

Total 100 517 
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46 How do you think money 
for recreation should be 
split between local play 
areas on each development 
and our whole village areas 
(The Jubilee Grounds and 
the Recreation Ground)? 
 

What to spend money upon % No. 

Mostly local eEquipped play areas 3.9 22 

Split between local and whole village areas 22.1 126 

Mostly upgrading whole village areas 48.7 277 

Don't know 25.3 144 

 
100 569 

 

 

 
 

48 Do you think existing village 
outdoor recreation facilities offer 
adequate recreational 
opportunities for children with 
physical disabilities? 
 

Q48 % No. 

Yes 3.8 22 

No 38.2 221 

Don't 
know 58 336 

Totals 100 579 
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49 Is it important to preserve rights of 
way and bridle paths in and around 
Bloxham? 
 

Q49 Percent No. 

Yes 97.8 575 

No 0.9 5 

Don't know 1.4 8 

Totals 100.1 588 

 
 

 

 
50 

Indoor recreation in Bloxham 
What use does your household make of the following indoor spaces? Do not count normal 
school attendance. 
 

Use  of indoor recreation  
Tot
al 

weekl
y 

monthl
y  

occasion
al 

neve
r Overall usage  

ex-SMH 540 67 26 290 157 4956 

Dewey Centre or Pool 516 67 17 117 315 4156 

Primary School 500 48 10 78 364 2928 

St Mary's Church 519 41 21 218 239 3256 

Warriner School 520 44 11 183 282 3152 

Baptist Church 502 38 9 57 398 2312 

Ellen Hinde 498 38 2 53 405 2212 

Parish Rooms 510 17 56 134 303 2092 

Warriner Sports hall 499 25 5 75 394 1660 

Jubilee Hall 525 9 50 235 231 2008 
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51 Do you think Bloxham could 
support a large community venue 
in addition to existing venues and 
the proposed community space 
within the church? 
 

Q51 % No. 

Yes 21.8 130 

No 41.8 249 

Don't 
know 36.4 217 

Totals 100 596 
 

 

 
52  

 
53 
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Part 2:  Housing Survey 
 

54 

Your home 
Is your present home:  (Please tick one)? 
 

Q54 % No. 

Owner mortgage 38.9 234 

Owner no mortgage 52.6 316 

Shared ownership 1 6 

Rent free 0.3 2 

Private rented 2.8 17 

House Ass rented 3.3 20 

Tied to job 1 6 

 99.9 601 
 

 

55 What type of property is your 
present home? (Please tick one.) 
 
Nationally around 23% of houses 
are detached.  
In Cherwell it’s around 30% 

 
 

Q55 % No. 

Detached house 59.7 357 

Semi-detached house 22.9 137 

Terraced house  12.2 73 

 Flat/maisonette/ bedsit  0.7 4 

Detached bungalow  3 18 

Semi-detached bungalow 1.3 8 

 Terraced bungalow 0.2 1 

Caravan/mobile home 0 0 

Bedsit 0 0 

Total 100 598 
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56 How many bedrooms are in your 
current home? (Please tick one.) 
 
Nationally 3 bedroom is the most 
common (41.2%) followed by 2 
bedroomed (27.9%) and four 
bedroomed (14.4%) 
 

Q56 % No. 

Bedsit 0 0 

1 bedroom 1.2 7 

2 bedroom 10.2 61 

3 bedroom 31.9 191 

4 bedroom 44.3 265 

5 bedroom 12.4 74 

 
100 598 
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57 How many people of each gender 
and age live in your household?  
(Write number in box.) 
 
From other stats9 Bloxham has an 
ageing population more or less in 
line with national norms unlike 
many rural villages. In fact the 
graph indicates it has more 
youngsters than one would expect. 

Q57 % No. 
 

% No. 

0-15M 9 138 0-15F 7.9 121 

16-24M 5.5 84 16-24F 4.4 67 

25-44M 8 122 25-44F 9.3 142 

45-64M 15.5 237 45-64F 16.8 256 

65-74M 7.7 118 65-74F 7.7 117 

75-84M 3.4 52 75-84F 3.1 47 

85+M 0.8 12 85+F 1 15 

Total 49.9 
  

50.2 
  

 

 
 

 

                                                           
9
 ONS Neighbourhood Statistics 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11120863&c=OX15+4EZ&d=16&e=13&g=6458507&i=1001x1003x1004&m=0&r=0&s=1403699782766&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2474&nsjs=true&nsck=false&nssvg=false&nswid=1920
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58 

What people in your 
household do 
 
How many people are in your 
household?  (Write number in box.) 
 
This indicates Bloxham has a higher 
proportion of retired people (27%) 
than Cherwel (12.3%) or England 
(13.7%). 
This is much higher than the 2011 
census figure10 for Bloxham of 15% 
 
 

Q58 % No 

Full time 32.4 435 

Retired 27.7 372 

Student home FT 11.3 151 

Part time 11.1 149 

Self employed 8.2 110 

Student home PT 4.2 56 

Homemaker 3 40 

Sick 1.7 23 

Unemployed 0.4 5 

Training 0.1 1 

  
1342 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                           
10

 ONS Census retired people 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11120863&c=OX15+4EZ&d=16&e=61&g=6458507&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=0&s=1403700716060&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2521
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59 How long have you lived in Bloxham?  
(Write the number of years in the 
boxes.) 
 

Q59 This home 

less than 3 97 

3 to 10 174 

11 to 20 134 

21 to 30 103 

>31 94 

Total 602 
 

 
 

60 
 
 

How many vehicles (in total) are 
owned by the people living at your 
address? 
 
This equals 1.9 vehicles per 
household.  
The 2011 census figure11 was 1.7 
vehicles 

 

Vehicles per house No %age  vehicles 

0 vehicles 10 1.7 0 

1 vehicle 185 32.1 185 

2 vehicles 279 48.4 558 

3 vehicles 72 12.5 216 

4+ vehicles 30 5.2 129 

Total 576 100 1088 
 

 

 

                                                           
11

 ONS 2011 census Car or van availability  

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11120863&c=OX15+4EZ&d=16&e=61&g=6458507&i=1001x1003x1032x1004&o=362&m=0&r=0&s=1403701443245&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2511
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61 
 
 

Affordability of Bloxham 
housing 
 
If you own your home what is its 
current value?  (Write amount in 
box)? 
 
‘Note: About 20% of respondents 
chose not to answer this question – 
probably because they didn’t know! 
 
ORCC calculate the house-price : 
earnings ratio for a terraced house 
as £280,989 / £22,448 = 12.5 : 1 
 
Zoopla12 currently (June 2014) show 
terraced properties (Winters Way) at 
£172,278 which provides a much 
lower ratio of 7.6 : 1 
 
Most Bloxham residents are highly 
qualified13 and so paid substantially 
above £22K and in 2009 was 
reckoned14 to be in the top 25% of 
local villages w.r.t. earnings  
 
 

 
 

Q61 %age % 

<200K 8.1 38 

200-300K 30.3 143 

300-400K 30.7 145 

400-500K 13.6 64 

>500K 17.4 82 

Total 100.1 472 
 

62 How much rent/ mortgage do you 
pay per calendar month? 
 
Note: around 60% of residents chose 
not to answer this question. 
This is unsurprising as 53% own a 
house and have no mortgage. 
 

 

Q62 %age No. 

0-250 18.9 44 

251-350 4.7 11 

351-450 3.4 8 

451-550 7.7 18 

551-650 9.9 23 

651-750 6.9 16 

751-850 7.7 18 

851-950 8.6 20 

951-1050 10.7 25 

1050+ 21.5 50 

 
100 233 

 

 

                                                           
12

 Zoopla (June 2014) Winters Way property prices 
13

 ONS Neighbourhood Statistics Highest qualifications 
14

 CDC Housing Needs Estimates Produced by B.Line Housing Information June 2009  

http://www.zoopla.co.uk/home-values/bloxham/winters-way/
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=11120863&c=bloxham&d=16&e=5&g=6458505&i=1001x1003x1004&m=0&r=1&s=1392897114346&enc=1&dsFamilyId=2514
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63 What is the total annual income of 
your household, before tax but not 
including benefits (write amount in 
box)? 
 
Note: Around 40% of respondents 
chose not to answer this question. 
Such reticence is commonplace and 
was the reason the 2011 census 
didn’t try to collect this information. 

Q63 %age No. 

<10K 4.5 17 

10-20K 13.2 50 

20-40K 26.1 99 

40-60K 22.4 85 

60-80K 14.5 55 

80-100K 8.9 34 

>100K 10.5 40 

Total 100.1 380 
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64 If your household receives any financial support, please tick what type: 
 
Note: only around a quarter of respondents completed this question.  

 
 

 

Q64 %age responses %respondents No. 

Housing benefit 7.6 2 12 

Income support 1.9 0.5 3 

Pension 5.7 1.5 9 

Working tax 10.2 2.6 16 

Job seekers 1.3 0.3 2 

Child tax 15.3 4 24 

PIP 3.2 0.8 5 

Child benefit 54.8 14.2 86 

Total 

  
157 
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65 

Do you wish or intend to 
move? 
Are you or any household member 
intending to move house within the 
next few years? (Please tick one.) 
 

Q65 %age No. 

Yes 26.3 153 

No 67.8 394 

Can't 5.9 34 

 
100 581 

 
This was answered by 96% of those 
who returned a form. Now 26% of 
1340 households is almost 350 
moves. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

66 If ‘yes’, are you intending to move:  
within Bloxham or outside Bloxham. 
 

Q66 %age No. 

Within Bloxham 50.3 87 

Outside Bloxham 46.8 81 

Either 2.9 5 

 
100 173 

 
Roughly half want to move within 
Bloxham and so will be seeking 175 
appropriate dwellings. 
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67 If you wish to move but cannot, what are the reasons preventing you?  (Please tick all that 
apply.) 
 
Note: This was completed by only 16% (97) respondents who, on average, ticked 1.5 boxes.  
Given the huge amount of recent new housing “Lack of housing”  must surely be taken to mean 
“Lack of appropriate housing.” 

Q67 %age of responses % of respondents No 

Can't afford to buy 31.5 7.4 45 

Education 2.8 0.7 4 

Employment 2.1 0.5 3 

Lack of housing 30.1 7.1 43 

Can’t afford to move 7.7 1.8 11 

Family 12.6 3 18 

Lack of social 7.7 1.8 11 

Lack of rented 5.6 1.3 8 

 
100.1 23.6 143 
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Q68 

Why did members of your 
household leave? 
 
How many members of your 
household have left the parish in 
the last 5 years?  (Tick one.) 
 

Q68 %age No. 

Yes 25.5 127 

No 74.5 371 

Total 
 

498 

 
 
 

 

69 If members of the household left 
how long ago did they leave?  (Years) 
 
 
Note: 111 people responded to this 
question (18%). 
Given the dynamic nature of comings 
and goings in the village it’s hard to 
deduce anything from other than the 
recent ones. 

 

Q69 Number 

 

Number 

1 year 16 13 year 2 

2 year 21 14 year 1 

3 year 18 15 year 5 

4 year 10 19 year 1 

5 year 20 20 year 3 

6 year 5 21 year 3 

7 year 4 22 year 1 

8 year 3 24 year 1 

10 year 5 25 year 1 

12 year 2 48 year 1 

 
 

Total 123 
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69a Grouping the above data 
 
 

Q69 %age Number 

0-5 years 69.1 85 

5-10 years 13.8 17 

10-25 
years 16.3 20 

>25 years 0.8 1 

Total 100 123 

 
 

 
 

 
 

70 
If members of the household left why did 
they leave?  (Please tick all the below that 
apply): 

Q70 %age No. 

Employment 48.7 77 

FE 34.8 55 

Lack affordable housing 6.3 10 

Lack suitable housing 5.1 8 

Other 5.1 8 

Total 100 158 

 
Bloxham is a village with a high 
proportion of well qualified people 
where children leaving home to study 
or to seek a job in a more 
metropolitan area is probably the 
norm. 
Only 6% left for lack of affordable 
housing which probably equates to 1 
or 2 people per year.  
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What type of accommodation 
does Bloxham need? 
 
71 
What type of accommodation do you 
think Bloxham needs?  (Please tick all 
that apply.) 
 
 

The question somewhat oddly 
mixes type of house with the 
need for supported or 
affordable housing. 
We have separated these out. 
 
Note 45% are suggesting one or 
other type of bungalow. This is 
massively adrift from the homes 
and permissions recently 
agreed with developers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12% mention a need for 
affordable housing. We will get 
around 80 affordable homes with 
the houses from existing 
permissions. 
11% mention supported homes. 
See next question 
 

 

 
 

Q71 % No. 
Detached house 11.7 154 

Semi house 13 171 

Terraced house 7.2 94 

Flat 4.3 56 

Detached bungalow 13.3 175 

Semi bungalow 12.1 159 

Terraced bungalow 4.7 62 

Affordable 12 157 

Supported 10.8 142 

None 10.9 143 

Total responses 100 1313 

Total respondents 

 
562 
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72  If you think Bloxham needs 
supported housing, what type is 
required? (Please tick all that apply.) 
 
Note Only around 40% of 
respondents answered this question 
possibly because the terminology is 
complex. 

Q72 %age No. 

Independent accommodation 28.3 162 

Residential/ nursing 4.9 28 

Housing Assoc sheltered 20.1 115 

Independent with live-in carer 9.3 53 

Private sheltered 25.5 146 

Supported living 11.9 68 

Total responses 100 572 

Total Respondents 

 
265 

 

 

 
 

 



47 
 

 

Q73 
What type of housing tenure do you think 
Bloxham needs?  (Please tick all that 
apply.) 
 

Note – We know from experience the 
term affordable housing is very poorly 
understood by residents!  
 
We will automatically get 35% 
affordable homes the majority of 
which would normally be social rented 
housing. 
 
This data indicates we should strongly 
consider requesting a high proportion 
of affordable housing be shared 
equity  

Q73 % No. 

Owner Occupation 43.3 385 

Shared Ownership 23.7 211 

Affordable Rented 16.3 145 

Private Rented 11.6 103 

Housing tied to Employment 5.2 46 

Total Responses 

 
890 

Total Respondents 

 
469 
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Community Trust Land 
74 
Would you be interested in joining the 
local Community Land Trust?  * (Tick one.) 
 

Q74 %age No. 

Yes 5.8 34 

No 68.8 403 

Don't know 25.4 149 

Total 100 586 
 

 
 
75 Self-build housing 

 
Would you be interested in 
participating in Cherwell District 
Council’s self-build housing 
programme, Build!  ** (Tick one.) 
 

Q75 %age No. 

Yes 8.6 50 

No 79.6 463 

Don't know 11.9 69 

Total 100.1 582 
 

 

People wanting to return to 
Bloxham 
 
76 Do you know of any households living 
elsewhere that wish to return to Bloxham? 
(Tick one.) 
 

Note –In this data 40 people say that 
they know 88 households who would 
like to locate to Bloxham.  Many claim 
multiple families – including one who 
claims to know 10 such families. 

 
 

 
 

Q75 %age Respondents Housing need 

Yes 7.4 40 88 

No 92.6 504 0 

Total 100 544 88 
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77 Why do they want to move to 
Bloxham? (Please tick all that 
apply.) 
 
Note:  59 responses are given. 
These come from 37 respondents 
averaging 1.6 reasons ticked 
each.) 
 
Desire to be near family makes up 
41% of the total 
 

 

Q77 No. 

First home 4 

Tenure insecure 0 

Divorce 3 

Retiring 7 

Other 0 

Need bigger home 3 

Need smaller home 2 

Near family 24 

Unable to afford rent 6 

Special needs 0 

Job insecurity 0 

To be near work 3 

Unable to afford mortgage 7 

No. Responses 59 

No. Respondents 37 
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78 
If you completed Questions 76 and 77, 
what type of home would those 
households moving to Bloxham require 
(please fill in a separate column for each 
household)? 
 
 

House Type Number 

Detached house 10 

Semi house 10 

Terraced house 2 

Any house 0 

Flat 4 

Detached bungalow 6 

Semi bungalow 6 

Terraced bungalow 0 

Any bungalow 0 

Mobile home 0 

Affordable 14 

Supported 2 

Number of responses 54 

Number of respondents 19 

Number of ‘returners’ 30 
 

 

 
 

 



51 
 

Part 3: If you need a new home 
 

 
 
 
79 

Who needs a home and 
what sort? 
 
How many people of each age 
group would live in the new 
home (include carers if support 
needed to live independently)? 
 
Note the peak age group is 25-44. 
The younger end of this  age-
group may not yet have had time 
to accumulate the funds for a 
village property which are 
generally somewhat higher than 
in Banbury. 
 
There’s another peak  around age 
65 when people may want to 
downsize to a village property. 
 
 

Q79 %age No. 

0-15 M 7.7 9 

0-15 F 8.5 10 

16-24 M 3.4 4 

16-24 F 2.6 3 

25-44 M 12.8 15 

25-44 F 17.1 20 

45-64 M 6.8 8 

45-64 F 10.3 12 

65-74 M 13.7 16 

65-74 F 6.8 8 

75-84 M 4.3 5 

75-84 F 6 7 

85+ M 0 0 

85+ F 0 0 

Total responses 100 117 

Total respondents 51 
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80 Why do you need a new home in 
Bloxham? (Please tick all that 
apply.) 
 
This fits the previous chart: older 
people wanting to downsize, 
younger families wanting to 
upsize and both having reason to 
be near family. 

 

Q80 No. 

First home 9 

Insecure 0 

Divorce 2 

Retiring 3 

Bigger Home 13 

Smaller Home 18 

Near family 10 

Can't afford rent 0 

Special needs 2 

Job insecurity 0 

Near work 2 

Can't afford mort 1 

Other 7 

Total responses 67 

Total respondents 50 
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81 Who owns the home you live in 
now? 
 
Interestingly the majority (62%) 
already own their own homes. 

Q81 No. 

Self 33 

Relatives 9 

Tied to job 1 

Private rent 6 

Ha rent 3 

Part with ha 1 

Other  0 

Total 53 
 

 

 
 

82 Does anything affect the type of 
home you need? 
 

Q82 No. 

No 40 

Mobility 9 

Wheelchair 0 

Other 1 

Total 50 
 

 



54 
 

83 What type of home do you need? 
 
 
 
 
Some 42% want some sort of 
bungalow. 
The rest are split between 
detached, semi and terraced 
houses. 

Q83 No. 

Detached house 22 

Semi house 22 

Terraced house 10 

Flat 5 

Detached bungalow 21 

Semi bungalow 15 

Terraced bungalow 6 

Other 0 

Total Responses 101 

Total Respondents 48 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



55 
 

 

84 Please rank your preferences for housing tenure.   
(Write 1-4 in box. 1= top priority, 4= bottom priority). 
 
Note: There were only 46 respondents but some wrote 1 in more than one of the 4 choices 

 

 

Respondents Private HA Rented Self HA Shared 
Total 

1st Choice 1 6 40 3 
50 

2nd Choice 8 2 1 16 
27 

3rd Choice 6 9 1 6 
22 

4th Choice 13 15 1 6 
35 

 

Respondents Private HA Rented Self HA Shared Total 

1st Choice 2 12 80 6 100 

2nd Choice 29.6 7.4 3.7 59.3 100 

3rd Choice 27.3 40.9 4.5 27.3 100 

4th Choice 37.1 42.9 2.9 17.1 100 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The overwhelming 1st choice is for self-ownership. 
The highest 2nd choice is shared ownership 
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85 How many bedrooms would your 
new home need?  (Please tick.) 
 
Note – 4 respondents ticked more 
than one box so the totals don’t 
cross-check properly. 
 

Q86 %age No. 

1 bedroom 6 3 

2 bedroom 42 21 

3 bedroom 46 23 

4 bedroom 16 8 

5 bedroom 0 0 

5+ bedroom 0 0 

Total respondents 
 

50 

Multiple answers  
 

4 
 

 

 
 

86  Does anyone in your home have 
a supported housing need?  
(Please tick all that apply. 
 

Q86 No 

Independent 
w/care 4 

Residential 0 

Ha sheltered 0 

Indepent w/live in 0 

Private sheltered 0 

Supported 1 
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87 Can you give us some idea of how 
much rent/ mortgage you could 
afford to pay per month? 
 
 

Q87 %age No. 

0-250 0 0 

251-350 0 0 

351-450 18.5 5 

451-550 22.2 6 

551-650 7.4 2 

651-750 7.4 2 

751-850 14.8 4 

851-950 0 0 

950+ 29.6 8 

Total 99.9 27 
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88 If you are interested in shared-
ownership, how much do you 
think you would be able to put 
down as a deposit?  (Include all 
available funding sources, e.g. 
parents, family, savings)? 
 
 
 

 

Q88 %age No. 

<5000 20 2 

5001-10000 40 4 

10001-20000 10 1 

20000+ 30 3 

Total 100 10 
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89 Can you give us some idea of your 
household’s monthly income 
after tax (including benefits, 
except housing benefit)? 
 
Quite a polarised set of figures 
with 11 in the lowest 3 categories 
and 14 in the top one. 

 

Q90 %age No. 

<500 12 3 

501-1000 24 6 

1001-1200 8 2 

1201-1400 0 0 

1401-1600 0 0 

1601-1800 0 0 

1800-2000 0 0 

2000-2200 0 0 

2200+ 56 14 

Total 100 25 
 

 
 

 
 

91 Do you live in Bloxham at the 
moment ? 
 

Q91 No. 

No 4 

Yes 45 
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92 How many years lived in Bloxham 
 

Q92 No. 

<3 5 

3-10 Y 11 

11-20 Y 11 

21-30 Y 4 

31+ 14 

 
45 

 

 
93 If you do not live in Bloxham just 

now, what is your connection to 
it? (Please tick all that apply.) 
 

Q93 No. 

Previous resident 1 

Family 3 

Work FT 0 

Work PT 0 

Work Voluntary 0 

Total 4 
 

 
 

 
 

94 Are you on the Cherwell District 
Council Housing Register? 
 

Q94 %age No. 

Yes 10.7 3 

No 89.3 25 

Total 100 28 

 
Interestingly only 3 out of all 
those looking for a home in 
Bloxham are on the housing 
register and therefore eligible for 
affordable housing. 
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Free response comments - background 
 
Residents made 71 ‘ free-writing’ comments in the questionnaires. 
The most common theme related to the fact the very considerable development we have already 
had, along with the additional housing permissions still in the pipeline, were not accompanied by 
any commitment to match the increased demand with corresponding infrastructure capacity. 
Schools, traffic and parking were particular issues. 
A small number were against any further expansion but an equal number were concerned about the 
need to avoid the village becoming a ‘senior citizen village.’ Others focussed on the inappropriate 
scale of recent developments or their design and materials.  
There were comments both for and against further affordable social housing and mention of suitable 
down-size housing and shared equity housing. 
There were also comments upon recreation with concern for lack of facilities for teenagers and one 
suggestion we move the  ‘Rec’ to a site near the Milton Rd. 
There was one comment about the need to move the shops away from the A361 to lessen the traffic 
chaos at certain times of day. 
 
We have tried to group the comments to place similar ones together but given the fact residents 
could write whatever they wanted to this only works to a limited extent. 
 

The Comments  
 Question 2 suggests that infill is suitable for village development s- emphatically not. This 

destroys character faster than anything. 

 We’d rather prefer to keep Bloxham rural- new housing development should move to existing 
big towns like Banbury. 

 We came to Bloxham in 1975 because it was NOT rural. It was a commuter village convenient 
to Banbury and with amenities (shop, garage, post office). It wasn’t rural then – it certainly 
isn’t now. – It must grow & continue to grow. 

 When you stand at the church and look down the high street looking towards Bloxham school 
you wonder how the school managed to build such an ugly 1970s-type, greyish square brick 
type building in the grounds. We can’t have this type of carbuncle again!! 

 What do you mean by rural Bloxham? It is a large village in a fairly rural landscape. 

 Recent planned developments are on a ridiculously excessive scale. 

 Including 2 sites already built, 2 sites to be developed and one more which has gone to 
appeal, this makes a total of 378 house (approx.) – surely this is enough. We feel the village is 
being spoilt and will be grossly over populated. 

 Bloxham and historical rural villages should NOT be used to stuff lots of new houses where 
there are not sufficient services, transport links and employment to support increased 
population! Our countryside is precious and should NOT be destroyed under bricks, mortar, 
concrete and tarmac! There are still SQUARE MILES of re-development sites in and around 
our cities where there are all the services, shops, restaurants, greater opportunity for 
employment, education, entertainment, busses, taxies, trains etc. etc. etc. We should re-
develop these sites in cities – such as Glasgow, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds etc. See 
excellent example in Portishead near Bristol – fabulous development around the marina. I am 
totally despairing of gormless central government planning. Why do we elect morons with no 
sense of history, culture, heritage, scenery. Keep Bloxham Rural! 

 No more additional housing please! This is a village that residents pay substantially more to 
live in than a town, as we have beautiful rural views and authentic historical buildings – which 
a lot of tourists come to see. I do not want this to change, which it will – with ugly new builds 
popping up all over the place! 

 There has been too much development in Bloxham already, spoiling the ancient nature of the 
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village and no more should be allowed in my opinion. 

 We wish to move into a sturdier house, not plasterboard-like modern houses as there is no 
sound insulation. 

 This is an interesting and searching questionnaire- thank you. 

 Improvements desperately needed to centre of village. 

 I think I may have wasted the last 15 minutes as nothing will ever come of this survey as in the 
recent past. 

 A number of these questions are not relevant to us, being retired and both over 80. 

 No matter what we say, will Pickles have the power to run roughshod over our village? 

 Disappointed by the rather obvious nature of some of the questions – e.g. do not want new 
developments to make congestion worse. Why wouldn’t anybody not want new dwellings? 
Location to take into account walking safety. 

 Moved out to live in neighbouring village. 

 Questionnaire is too long and will reduce number which are completed 

 The Neighbourhood Plan is an excellent initiative. However, despite the keep Bloxham rural 
campaign and a strong case supported at Bodicote house the residents of Bloxham have been 
ignored and our protests silenced. The developers seem to have won. 

 Too many leading and obvious questions! 

 Too little, too late. 

 If we lived in a democracy this questionnaire would not be needed. But we don’t. We live in a 
dictatorship where actions are imposed upon us. A democracy would have the UK 1- out of 
the EU, 2- stop all immigration, 3- restore capital punishment, 4- have elected judges. But no, 
we are controlled by a minority of well-educated dictators who don’t give a toss for the 
general public. And what about the cost of HS2? 

 No clear questions about likelihood of students returning to live at home. Needed a section 
on older adult needs as you highlight village has aging population. Although understandably 
this is about building usage rather than social needs. 

 Great idea to conduct a questionnaire. 

 I would like to see lots of new houses and a couple of night clubs in Bloxham, a few more 
pubs too, an Olympic size swimming pool, ice rink, bowling alley, picture house and 3 multi 
storey car parks for motorcycles only- and all without wheelchair access. 

 The council never listen. 

 Bloxham does not have enough affordable housing or affordable rented housing stock. 
Building detached 4/5 bed properties only adds to this problem. 

 I know many people who have moved to Banbury but still return socially because they miss 
the community spirit. They moved for financial reasons and cannot afford to move back. 

 We need people in Bloxham who contribute to the village- no more benefit housing. 

 I have a son who teaches in the village and currently rents (private landlord). He and his 
partner would like to buy and stay in the village as it would reduce traffic journeys and offer 
longer term security. But where are the affordable houses for this young professional? Where 
is the home so he can start his family? 

 I grew up in Bloxham and my parents still live in my family home. I was lucky to benefit from a 
CDC scheme in 2000 that allowed local young people to buy on a shared equity scheme in the 
village. Stepping up the housing ladder for people on low incomes that have local links needs 
to be made easier and more accessible. 

 People of our age are looking to downsize to smaller, interesting well designed smaller 
properties with character, in nice settings and with thoughtful landscaping. 

 Bloxham should aim to be a modern active community and not be a retirement village. It 
should welcome more people young people and businesses. 

 We don’t need any more housing in Bloxham. 

 My house is the featured photo of the flooding in Bloxham and my main concern about 
further developments in Bloxham is whether drainage systems and other infrastructure can 
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cope. 

 This questionnaire is written in such a leading and negative way. NOT all people living here 
are against development and feel that the new housing developments are a negative factor 
on Bloxham. Those who oppose the development don’t mind living in a thriving and vibrant 
village with good property re-sale prices. Those of us who live in the new developments enjoy 
excellent housing, like living in Bloxham and greatly contribute to keeping Bloxham thriving. 
Without us, it would be populated by the elderly who can’t contribute financially. Those 
responsible for “keep Bloxham Rural” are trying to keep out any new people who don’t agree 
with their views. We can’t stop development, we must embrace it and ensure our facilities 
are expanded to meet the needs of our growing and thinning village. Not be so negative to 
change. 

 Bloxham has grown far too quickly against the wishes of residents. Further development 
needs to stop to ensure facilities can catch up. Then we can decide where future building can 
go. 

 Bloxham does not need any more houses due to limited facilities. 

 Before any more building is allowed infrastructure and services need to be improved. 

 Housing in Bloxham has increased markedly and investment now needs to focus on improving 
infrastructure in the village before new homes are considered. 

 A pretty, friendly village is being ruined by too much development too rapidly and without 
sufficient thought being given to limitations of infrastructure. I hope this plan (albeit too late) 
will hold, to ensure that local voices are heard. 

 We do not have the infrastructure to cope with anymore large developments. 

 Our major concern is infrastructure; doctor, energy, transport, schools. 

 I believe that Bloxham is committed to providing more than its fair share of new housing 
already i.e. above and beyond that which the available local services are able to support. I am 
particularly concerned about the planning application on appeal for Tadmarton Road and the 
fact that local planning authority knowledge and decisions are being overridden by 
government that doesn’t have to live here. 

 Both as a resident who knows the village, its facilities and infrastructure and employment 
opportunities it is quite clearly fully if not over-developed. The recent decision to build large 
numbers of additional properties is insane. Either it should remain a village (but with 
infrastructure and employment opportunities increased by injection of large public 
investment to provide these) or it has to become a town of 30,000 plus appropriate 
accoutrements. It is very important that the green areas in the centre of the village are 
protected. Allotments, community orchard and community gardens for growing vegetables + 
eco-renovation for older properties – community electricity generation + other green 
schemes. 

 I am a retired widow. I do not believe this survey is particularly appropriate for people like 
myself. [Bloxham needs] better and more comprehensive range of local shops, a better bus 
service, well paved, well lit and safe footpaths, access to doctor’s, dentist’s, better traffic 
control (particularly on the high street), traffic calming, and an HGV weight limit. 

 This response seem NIMBY but we feel that Bloxham has already reached saturation point. 
The servies which allowed building in the past are now becoming overwhelmed. Because of 
the pressure of numbers, any further increase in houses would mean residents looking 
outside the village for services like schools and doctors. 

 We are desperate for a bigger property in the village but if they are building too frequently 
then the facilities can’t cope, such as doctor’s, local primary school etc. 

 Although not personally affected, I am concerned for parents with children living in Bloxham 
who need their children to attend their own village school and not to be transported 
elsewhere. 

 Cannot believe new homes are to be built- overcrowded roads and schools, parking etc. 
already disgraceful! 

 With the new developments passed by Government on Barford Road and Milton Road think 
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there is already a problem. People currently living in Bloxham have the worry that they may 
not be able to secure entry to the schools. Further developments on this scale will ruin 
Bloxham as a village, and people will move away for this reason. 

 There is concern that the primary school is at maximum capacity. People moving to the village 
have an expectation that their children can attend their local primary school, so this should be 
considered in the number of new developments. 

 Small sympathetic developments are ok but developers must be made to consider the social 
and environmental implications- provision of schools, road improvements housing density 
etc. 

 I really like Bloxham but the traffic and paths need auditing and changing as this is not 
acceptable. Also the speed that vehicles drive through the village needs monitoring. Do we 
have to wait until there is another fatality? If the roads were made safer housing 
developments would not be a problem. 

 The sheer volume of traffic during the primary school run is completely unacceptable. I walk 
my child to school daily and cars driving along the pavement is a regular occurrence. The 
situation is an accident waiting to happen. 

 Inadequate and overcrowded roads and dangerous on-street parking are important problems. 
New houses should only be built if a corresponding number of old properties without parking 
are demolished. 

 Limit or remove parking in areas adjacent to shops in high street and provide off road truck 
loading/unloading bays to remove regular morning bottleneck. 

 Parking in the village needs addressing. 

 The parking around the village is terrible. I walk a lot and to do the school run and am always 
having to walk on busy main road with a double pram and a 7yr old. It never used to be like 
this. 

 The most important need is for good infrastructure. The parking on the main road by the 
present shops is dangerous and obstructive- better to move most shops out of the road to a 
more accessible site. More houses equals more congestion. We also need a much better bus 
service in Banbury 

 Current facilities need to be addressed first before adding more new homes. Parking for the 
primary school is non-existent. Parents take great risks getting their children to school with no 
though for road users, most of which probably live in the village. 

 More housing needs more school places – more doctors – and will put more pressure on 
shops etc. Designated parking for drop off and collecting children from schools, i.e. park for 
cars at primary and all other schools to relieve congestion in early morning and afternoons. 

 Please note you have not asked about the roads. We are very concerned re: the traffic volume 
and speed within the village. Only yesterday an accident nearly happened by the church. 
There are lots of young children about. There is far too much traffic on A361. 

 Suggestions for congestion outside Co-op: take part of path and make it into a layby. This will 
free up road and still leave enough public walkway not to be a safety issue. Desperately need 
new play equipment. See Hook Norton for perfect play area. 

 The existing recreation ground in South Newington Rd is in a dangerous position and lacks 
parking. It would be better used for limited housing. To replace it the “Clump” (presently 
owned by Taylor Wimpy) would be ideal for development as a recreational facility. 

 All the stiles need attention. It is impossible for elderly people to get along marked field 
footpaths because of the poor condition of the stiles. 

 All new build has play areas for 1-5yr olds. There are no facilities for teenagers. We need a 
facility with snooker table/pool table/coffee snack area similar to the “hall” at Hamnell Fields. 

 What is needed in Bloxham is a larger, more suitable hall to enable more people to attend 
meetings or suitable events like dances. 

 It would be great to Have play facilities like those in Middle Barton and Steeple Aston. I think 
it would bring the community together. 

 Improvement is definitely needed to Jubilee and the Red play areas. I find that older children 
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use the playground and leave a mess (teenagers) – perhaps there is nothing for them to do. 
Some sheltered and uncovered picnic benches would be useful in these areas. Playground 
surfaces need an overhaul especially in the under 5’s area. Looking for my children’s future, I 
would like somewhere safe for them to go with their friends when they are older. 

 
 
 
 
 



66 
 

Bloxham  

Neighbourhood  

Plan 

 

 
Businesses in Bloxham 

 

 

March 2014 

Version 2 

 
The situation regarding businesses in Bloxham is reminiscent of an iceberg! 
On the surface there are just a few retail outlets and the Bloxham Mill business park. 
 
The reality is quite different.  The village contains a huge number of entrepreneurial people many of 
whom are active company directors with an equal if not larger number who have been directors in 
the past but are now retired. 
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Bloxham Business Questionnaire 
 

 A minority of these consist of companies with a visible presence in Bloxham itself. 

 A significant number are service type companies (such as plumbing, decorating, building 
etc.) that carry out the work at the customer’s premises. 

 Many more are ‘knowledge-based’ companies (such as IT or financial services, training etc.) 
where no obvious ‘presence’ is necessary. 

 There are others where the presence is a ‘virtual’ one via Bloxham Mill which provides 
admin support, IT facilities and meeting rooms on a flexible and cost-effective basis. 

 Finally, there are a large number of residents who are directors of companies based across 
the UK – mostly in the south. 

 Gathering information 
1. We have talked to the owners of some major businesses in the Parish. 
2. We have produced an online Bloxham Business Survey explicitly for businesses. 
3. We have included questions on businesses in the general questionnaire. 

 

Online Questionnaire 
This is available on the Neighbourhood Plan website here and is due to be advertised early in 2014. 
The following results are based upon responses from over 70 Bloxham businesses. 
We do not know the total number but consider that this is probably a large enough sample size to 
provide some useful information. 
 

Summary 
1. Bloxham contains a lot of barely visible businesses. 
2. Most are companies or sole traders 
3. About a third have business operated from home. 
4. Most business operate in business premises owned or leased by the business. 
5. Knowledge-based businesses (like consultancy and IT) are the most common in Bloxham. 
6. There are also a significant number of propert maintenance and construction businesses. 
7. There are quite a few creative / artistic businesses. 
8. Around two-thirds of businesses employ 3 or less people. 
9. 80% of businesses employ temn or less people. 
10. Bloxham has a good spread of ages of business from recent start-ups(4%)  to 25 years plus (5%). 
11. The geographical each of Bloxham businesses is large  50% trading internationally. 
12. The interrnet is important ton 94% of Bloxham businesses and very important to 80%. 
13. Electricity, internet speed and reliability and mobile reception are all issues for Bloxham businesses. 
14. Parking and congestion in the village is considered an issue by the majority of Bloxham Businesses. 
15. There is overwhelming support for NP policies that make working from home more effective. 
16. Businesses would seek the following to be improved in order to make Bloxham more attractive to 

start-ups / expansion:   broadband, traffic and parking, more (cost-efficient) premises, better mobile 
reception.   

 
More detail follows. 

http://bloxhamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/2013/11/24/business-questionnaire/
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Types of ‘business’ in Bloxham 

 
Type  Number 

charity 1 

company 47 

franchise 2 

partnership 4 

sole trader  17 

school farm 1 

total 72 

 

1% 

65% 
3% 

6% 

24% 

1% 

Types of business 

charity

company

franchise

partnership

sole trader

school farm

 Two thirds are limited companies. 

 Roughly a quarter are sole traders 

 The other 11% are partnerships, charities, 
franchises etc. 
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Business Premises 

 
Type of premises Number 

At home 20 

From home at customers premises 14 

I live in Bloxham but am a director or manager of a business 
elsewhere. 

5 

In Bloxham in premises or space  leased by the business. 24 

In Bloxham in premises or space owned by the business. 4 

On the road 1 

Presence mostly virtual 2 

Rented when required 2 
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This represents an interesting mix! 

 Almost a third work from home. 

 39% in Bloxham premises leased or owned by the business 

 20% (mostly maintenance related) are based at home but work at customer’s premises. 

28% 

19% 

7% 

33% 

6% 
1% 3% 3% 

Type of premises 

At home

From home but at customers
premises

I live in Bloxham but am a
director or manager of a business
elsewhere.

In Bloxham in premises or space
leased by the business.

In Bloxham in premises or space
owned by the business.

On the road
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Broad Categories of Business 
 
 
Business Classification Number 

Building & Construction & Property 
Maintenance 

13 

Repair or manufacturing 4 

Distribution 4 

Engineering 2 

Farming /Agriculture 1 

Creative / Artistic 6 

Hair & Beauty 1 

Health & Care services 3 

Knowledge based. (e.g. IT, business services, 
consultancy etc.) 

28 

Pubs, restaurant, B&B etc 2 

Retail 2 

Travel  1 

Property investment / development 1 

 
 
This is probably the sort of mix one may have expected given the other demographic data on the 
village. 

 The biggest category is knowledge =-based services such as business, consultanct, IT etc. 

 Next comes building and construction where this ranges from 1-person maintenance 
businesses to larger construction businesss 

 Then creative / artistic – followed by a mixed bag of other categories. 
 
 
 
 

PTO 

A lot of respondents chose to add their 
own category. 
 
The Table is an approximation where we 
have tried to limit the range to avoid 
making the chart that follows a 
meaningless series of individual wedges. 
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How many people does the business provide work for? 
 

Approx. how many people in total does the 
business typically provide work for? 

Number 

1 25 

2 - 3 14 

4 - 5 8 

6 - 10 6 

11 - 25 6 

>25 7 

 66 

 
 

 
 
 
National data on SMEs is available15 and the preponderance of businesses providing work for  1 – 5 
people is unsurprising. We also have data for the number of employees who live in Bloxham. 

                                                           
15

 http://www.fsb.org.uk/stats  

38% 

21% 

12% 

9% 

9% 

11% 

How many the business provides work for 

1

2 - 3

4 - 5

6 - 10

11 - 25

>25

http://www.fsb.org.uk/stats
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Number of Employees living in Bloxham 
 

How many of the total people who work 
for the business live in Bloxham? 

Number 

0 19 

1 31 

2 - 5 16 

6 - 10 1 

11 - 25 1 
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The question could have been more precisely phrased.  
The zero figure probably arises as most single person businesses have said they have zero employees 
whilst others have put 1 as it gives them employment. (I believe that if you are the sole person 
running a limited company then you are its employee.) 
The upshot is that three-quarters of businesses have only 1 person from Bloxham working for them 
and most of the rest have from 2 – 5 Bloxham employees. 

28% 

46% 

24% 

1% 1% 

Number of employees from Bloxham 

0

1

2 - 5

6 - 10

11 - 25
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How many Years has the business operated in Bloxham? 
 
 

10. If the business is based in Bloxham approximately how 
many years has it been here? 

Years 

<1 2 

1 4 

2 - 5 17 

6 - 10 21 

11 - 25 11 

>25 3 
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This provides an interesting spread with: 

 6 – 10 years being the most common (36%) 

 2 – 5 years next (29%) 

 Quite a few new companies of a year or less (11%) 

 Plus a significant number f long established companies (24%) 

4% 
7% 

29% 

36% 

19% 

5% 

Years in  business in Bloxham 

<1

1

2 - 5

6 - 10

11 - 25

>25
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Geographical reach of Bloxham Businesses. 
 

Where does your business trade: Number 

Locally 19 

Nationally 18 

Locally, Nationally 5 

Locally, Nationally, Internationally 6 

Nationally 18 

Nationally, Internationally 5 

Internationally 15 
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Another question that might have been better phrased but nonetheless it provides an interesting 
picture. 
 

 
 
This presents a picture that may surprise some given the low visibility of business in Bloxham – 
though less so if you are familiar with the Bloxham demographic. 

 Only 21% of business claim to trade only locally. (It seems likely many of these are engaged 
in construction and property maintenance.) 

 51% trade nationally  

 28% trade internationally. 

21% 

51% 

28% 

Geographical reach of  trading 

Locally

Nationally

Internationally
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The importance of the internet. 
 
How important is the internet 
to your business's success 

Number 

Not important 4 

Quite important 10 

Very important 55 
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No great surprise here given the previous answers.  
Basically just about everybody notes the importance and many bemoan the quality if the service 
available in Bloxham. (See later.) 

 

6% 

14% 

80% 

Importance of the internet 

Not important

Quite
important
Very important
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The impact of infrastructure 1 (Utilities) 
 Part 1 looks at what many would now consider basic utilities. 

 Part 2 looks at Traffic and transport. (see later) 
 

How does the quality of this aspect 
of Bloxham infrastructure affect 
your business? 

Number 

electricity 47 

water pressure 21 

drainage/sewage 18 

gas supply 2 

mobile reception 77 

internet speed/reliability 74 

 
 
 

 
 
This paints a disturbing picture that closely echoes the earlier findings in this Infrastructure Report 
but from a totally different source. 
 
There is also a perception generally in the village of a worsening of many of these issues that has 
paralleled recent development. i.e. Of an already inadequate provision being stretched even further. 
Without improvements  unpredictable electricity and internet services are likely to pose a significant 
impediment to creation of employment opportunities in the village. 
 
Some of the mobile reception relates to lack of 4G but most is simply about general reception. 
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The impact of infrastructure 2 (Traffic and Transport) 
 

How does the quality of this aspect 
of Bloxham infrastructure affect 
your business? 

Number 

parking space -
customers/employees 61 

parking to or travel in  in village 
centre 60 

congestion in village centre 57 

public transport  for employees 58 

 
 

 
 

 Once again this echoes previous concerns from the Infrastructure Report. 

 Lack of parking and congestion in the village centre are clearly an issue for businesses.  

 Interestingly the issue of lack of adequate public transport for employees to travel to work in 
Bloxham (presumably from Banbury) is also raised by employers. This hasn’t featured 
elsewhere. 
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Support for working from home policies 
 

Should the Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan 
include policies that promote working from 
home? 

Number 

Yes 47 

No 2 

Don't know 18 

 
 

 
 
Probably because of the knowledge-based nature of many of the businesses there is an 
overwhelming level of support for policies that support working from home with 23 times as many in 
favour as against. 

70% 

3% 

27% 

Number supporting working from home 
policies  

Yes

No

Don't know
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What would make Bloxham more attractive to start-ups and expansion? 
 
This was a free response question. It asked “What ONE thing” but many could not resist putting two! 
Consequently the numbers are unlikely to reconcile properly but they will retain a significant value. 
We list them in full and then try to pull them into categories for a graph! 
 
What ONE thing would most make Bloxham more attractive to business start-ups or expansion? 
A decent live music venue - there isn't one in the area and would tie in with what we do!  Plus it could be 
used as a cafe/meeting place during the day. 
A properly planned environment, rather than one where local needs are overridden by developer greed 
or blind application of central government policy. 
Affordable business rental area with initial discounted business rates. 
Availability of retail units. 
Availability of support services eg accountant. 
Availability of village centre meeting and business facilities.  The Red Lion Pub Hub may assist in this 
regard. 
Better access to or sign posting of business advice, guidance and mentoring 
Better broadband speed would be an advantage. 
Better bus route to/from Banbury and train station.  
More parking near post office and shops (impossible I know!) 
Better internet connection and mobile 4g mobile phone reception 
Better internet connectivity 
Better internet speed - ideally cable. 
Better mobile phone network. 
Better parking and traffic. 
Better road access. 
Better traffic management/parking. 
Better transport infrastructure e.g. better/faster links to motorway, trains. 
Also high speed internet. 
Better transport infrastructure 
Better mobile reception and internet... 4G! 
Better transport links. It’s the wrong side of Banbury and the motorway can be difficult to get to. 
Central parking facility 
Dont Know? 
Encouraging,  maintaining and supporting a more interactive business community.  
BUY LOCAL. 
A use for the Red Lion perhaps. 
Expansion of office facilities at “Name removed” 
Fast broadband 
Faster broadband 
Faster internet 
Faster internet speeds as in Deddington,  
Appropriate properties or allowances to convert existing property 
Faster internet 
Informal venues for meetings 
FASTER INTERNET. 
Good internet service - in my experience didn't used to be a problem but over the last year has become a 
problem. 
Grants 
Greater ability to cope with the influx of housing 
High Speed Broadband 
high speed internet 
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High speed internet 
Improved traffic management 
Internet (Fibre Optic) 
Internet speeds 
Less congestion in the village centre. Constant traffic jams hardly convey a sense of being 'open for 
business'! 
LESS TRAFFIC. NO MORE HOUSES. Stop digging the road up every 5 minutes.  
Improve the public transport. Stop closing roads. 
Better electricity supply 
More premises to expand to 
Bloxham Mill is a good facility though a bit costly. 
Parking 
parking 
Parking by shops and post office very poor and needs addressing if possible 
Parking in the centre (Red Lion?) 
Parking in the village and traffic flow at peak times. 
Premises,  
Fast internet,  
Good mobile phone signals 
Public Transport 
Real broadband fibre service and LTE (4G) mobile comms. 
Reliable and fast internet access. 
Reliable internet access going forward - village expansion likely to cause drop in bandwidth availability. 
Small affordable units to lease on a short term basis 
Small office developments e.g. cheaper versions of “Name removed” 
Very high speed broadband 
 
The graph below is an approximation of the more frequent  comments. 
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Are there additional business services that you would like to see available in 
Bloxham? 
 
Many left this blank. We list the responses in full. 
 
A good local Restaurant. 
Bank 
Banking 
better parking 
Business Directory (online/hard-copy) e.g. cleaners, IT specialists, recruitment, events etc. 
Butcher. Dedicated bakery. 
Creche facility 
Faster transport links to London 
Formal Meeting Places 
High quality printing 
Inexpensive offices in village centre.  “Name removed”  is a wonderful facility but it is expensive. 
Internet cafe 
Internet speed 
It would be useful to know WHAT business services are available. 
More space for expansion, and better transport to get employees here.  
No it is very good here 
None specific 
None that would assist in the running of the company 
Not currently 
See above 
Superfast broadband 
Better restaurants 
Virtual PAs, bookkeepers, meeting place. 
Web cafe 
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How do you find out what’s happening in Bloxham? 
 
Which of these would you use to find out what's 
happening in Bloxham 

Number 

Banbury Guardian 27 

Banbury Cake 3 

Bloxham broadsheet - paper 49 

Bloxham broadsheet - online 25 

Village Noticeboards 20 

Facebook or social networking 19 

Total 143 

 

 
 
So – it seems that despite the importance of the internet to businesses the majority of the 
respondents are more likely to glean their information about Bloxham from paper than from a 
screen. 
 
 
Many thanks to all those businesses who gave of their time to complete the online questionnaire.  
At the time of writing this (March 2014) the questionnaire remains open to additional entries. 
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Additional Data extracted from the Parish Plan (2010) on Traffic and Parking. 
 
As traffic and parking feature highly it is of interest to note that these featured in the Parish Plan 
sent to all residents (not just businesses) in 2010 

What is your main means of transport to work? 
 

PP10 What is your main form of 
transport to work, training or study. 

% 

car 75 

cycle 16 

walk 3 

bus 3 

train 3 

 100 

 

 
 

75% 

16% 

3% 
3% 3% 

Mode of travel for those in work, education or 
training 

car

cycle

walk

bus

train

The original data included those who 
did none of these things.  
We have removed them in order to 
look at the distribution for those 
who do engage with work, training 
or study. 
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Traffic Issues in Bloxham 
 

PP13 What are the most serious traffic issues 
in Bloxham? 

Number 

Traffic volume 1053 

Parking near the shops 912 

Parking at schools 831 

Traffic speed 731 

Number of HGVs 694 

 
 

 
 
A number of VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign - speed indicator) have been put into the village since then 
and these may have impacted upon traffic speed. 
That apart the results echo the responses from businesses. 
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Street Parking in Bloxham 
 

PP17  Is street parking a safety risk in 
Bloxham? 

Number % 

Yes 1370 64 

No 422 20 

Don't know 335 16 

 

 
 
This situation can only be getting worse as the village is undergoing rapid expansion with zero 
provision for extra parking. 
 
Indeed, it is very difficult to think of a solution to the village centre parking given the lack of land not 
already built upon. 
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Is Street Parking a Safety Risk in Bloxham 
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Additional Data extracted from the Parish Plan (2010) on internet and mobile 
phone reception 

 
The Parish Plan (2010) also had data on internet access and mobile phone reception although these 
are such fast changing areas in terms of use and expectation that it is probably of limited use in 
2014. 
 

Q42 Are you satisfied with mobile phone 
reception in the village? 

Number  % 

Yes 917 51 

No 764 43 

Don't know  115 6 

Total 1796  

 

 
 
 
The village centre is in a dip and the ironstone buildings probably don’t help mobile reception. 
We should get more data on this from the village questionnaire. 
 
This is a pre-smart-phone era when people did not expect to access data-streams on their phone. 

51% 
43% 

6% 

% Satisfied with mobile reception 

Yes

No

Don't
know
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Yes 
81% 

No 
19% 

Are you satisfied with internet in the 
village? (2010) 

Do you have the internet in your home? 
 

Q44 Do you have access to the 
internet in your home? 

Number % 

Yes 1546 86 

No 262 14 

Total 1808  

 
As expected access declined with age with 40% of over 
65’s having no access. In an era when events move faster 
than paper media can keep up the reticence of older residents to access information from the web is 
still an issue for effective village communication of anything urgent. 
 

Are you satisfied with internet in the village? 
 

Are you satisfied with 
internet in the village? 

Number % 

Yes 1204 76 

No 288 18 

Total 1586  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Data for 2010 which is a very 
different era in terms of people’s 
expectations of the internet. 
Current bandwidth demands are 
massively greater. 
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Young People’s Questionnaire 

Background 
The results that follow are taken mostly from online surveys made available in February 2014. 
Unsurprisingly the Neighbourhood Plan did not seem to come high up the agenda of young people 
aged 8 – 1816 
We did get responses from just over 60 of them, mostly at the older end of the age spectrum 
 
 
Because of the variation in understanding with age we could not use exactly the same questions 
with all youngsters but we did seek to include a core of common questions albeit using different 
language. With the youngest ones the exercise was carried out on paper rather than online. 
 
The following is an honest attempt at compiling the data from the various surveys. 
 
The large majority of the respondents  live in Bloxham and all are familiar with Bloxham either from 
being at school here, or in some cases, attending clubs here .  
 

Summary 
 

 The children in the survey got to school mostly by vehicle.  This may not be typical as the respondents 
consisted of mostly sixth formers. We’ll get better data from the main questionnaire. 

 Cycling was recognised as being an unsafe means of getting around the village. 

 Pathways to school were considered as appropriately wide by a small majority. This likely depends 
whereabouts in the village the respondents live.  

 About two-thirds thought more development would have a negative impact on the village. Around 
11% thought it would make it better. 

 There was a clear dislike of the urban nature of the housing that has been imposed upon the village 
with this attracting many comments in the “What do you most dislike” question. 

 Likewise in the question about appropriate style of new housing only 6% wanted modern town style 
house designs.  The majority clearly wanted a more rural ambience to be preserved. 

 They favoured creation of more sustainable housing especially with regard to energy efficiency: less 
so for water. 

 They also strongly thought houses should ‘design-in” adaptability for the old and disabled. 

 They made surprisingly little use of the recreation grounds with the Jubilee being more highly used 
than the rec. 

 In terms of spending money on the improved recreation a MUGA topped the list followed by 
improved play areas and an astroturf pitch. A skateboard park was low down the list and there was 
limited enthusiasm for a cricket pitch. 

 They appreciated the rural / medieval aspects of the village and were actively hostile to the things 
that destroyed this: namely traffic and inappropriate developments. 

 They also appreciated the fields and the availability of walks around the village. 

 They glean their information from a mixture of paper media and online social networking. 

 
 

                                                           
16

 Thanks to Warriner School and to the Boys’ Brigade who encourages young people to take part.
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Which schools did they attend? 
 

What school do you 
attend? 

Number 

BGN 4 

Warriner 32 

Bloxham Primary 11 

Other 5 

Sample size 52 

 
 

 
 
Actually 61 young people participated but not all provided information about their school. 
 
Most of those who were not from Bloxham were youngsters who attended clubs in Bloxham from 
“satellite” villages. Some students didn’t fill in the school they attended.  
 
We did not make the questions compulsory and so it may seem there are inconsistencies but these 
are normally attributable to the somewhat random filling in or missing out of particular questions. 
 
Also – the questions were initially designed It may also be that the reading age and concepts were 
simply beyond some younger or less  
 
 
 

BGN 
8% 

Warriner 
61% 

Bloxham Primary 
21% 

Other 
10% 

Number from Each School 

BGN

Warriner

Bloxham Primary

Other

Sample size = 52 
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Age or Year Group 
 

What year group are you 
in? 

Number Year 
Gp 

Number 

Three 1 Eight 7 

Four 3 Nine 4 

Five 7 Ten 1 

Six 5 Eleven 0 

Seven 2 Twelve 25 

 

 
 
The results are dominated by Year 12. 
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Getting to school 
 
 How do you normally get to school Number 

bus 13 

car (or taxi) 22 

cycle 2 

Moped 1 

walk 12 

walk  with an adult 7 

 
 
What is evident, as in previous sections on traffic and transport is the dearth of children cycling. 
All those walking with an adult were primary school age.  
What is more telling is that almost 90% of the primary school children that walked – even those aged 
9 and 10, were accompanied by an adult.   This tells you something about parents’ perception of the 
traffic situation getting to and from the primary school. 
 
Because a high proportion responding are sixth form this may not be typical.  
We will get more comprehensive information on this from the general questionnaire. 

bus 
23% 

car (or taxi) 
39% cycle 

3% 

Moped 
2% 

walk 
21% 

walk  with an adult 
12% 

How do you get to school? 

bus

car (or taxi)

cycle

Moped

walk

walk  with an adult
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Is it important Bloxham Primary School has spaces for all Bloxham Children? 

 
How important is it that Bloxham 

Primary School has places available for 
all the children from Bloxham? 

Number 

Not important 4 

Quite important 14 

Very important 36 

Sample size 54 

 

 
 
Of primary school aged respondents 80% said it was very important . 
Sadly the forthcoming scenario is one of permitting development to create a situation where it is 
inevitable that children from the second largest village in the Cherwell District will be unable to 
attend their own village school. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7% 

26% 

67% 

Importance of capacity at Primary school to 
accommodate all  residents children 

Not important

Quite important

Very important
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Safety of cycling to the Warriner 
 

How safe is cycling through the 
morning traffic in Bloxham village 

at 8:30 in the morning? 

Number 

No it's not very safe 12 

Safe if you're very careful 8 

Yes it's reasonably safe 3 

Sample size  23 

 

 
 
 
This data was taken from young people of secondary school age only. I.e. All are aged 11 or over.  
Interestingly the tendency to think it safe decreased with age with none of Year 12 describing it as 
reasonably safe! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No it's not very safe 
52% 

Safe if you're very 
careful 

35% 

Yes it's reasonably 
safe 
13% 

Is it safe to cycle through the morning traffic? 

No it's not very safe

Safe if you're very careful

Yes it's reasonably safe
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Freedom of primary aged pupils to cycle in the village 
 
Are you allowed to cycle around 

the village on your own? 
Number 

Yes 2 

Yes – but only on the quiet roads 7 

No 7 

Sample Size 16 

 

 
 
This was only asked of primary aged youngsters. 
Admittedly this is a small sample size but again it echoes the fact that the concept of the village as a 
sustainable low-carbon environment where everyone can walk or cycle is a highly imaginative 
scenario. 

Yes 
12% 

Yes – but only on 
the quiet roads 

44% 

No 
44% 

Are you allowed to cycle around the village? 

Yes

Yes – but only 
on the quiet 
roads 

No

sample size 16 
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Are the pavements wide enough to walk to school safely? 
 

Are the pavements in Bloxham wide enough to 
safely walk to school with a friend? 

Number 

Yes - they are wide enough 3 

Mostly they are wide enough but some parts are very 
narrow. 

20 

Quite a few parts are very narrow. 13 

Don't know 4 

Sample size  40 

 
 

  
 
This question has produced a very mixed response. 
This is perhaps unsurprising as it will depend where students are coming to school from. 
Pavements at the north of the village tend to be adequate: pavements at the south of the village 
much less so. 

Yes - they are wide 
enough, 3 

Mostly they are wide 
enough but some 

parts are very 
narrow., 20 

Quite a few parts are 
very narrow., 13 

Don't know, 4 

Are pavements wide enough to walk safely? 

Yes - they are
wide enough

Mostly they are
wide enough but
some parts are
very narrow.
Quite a few
parts are very
narrow.
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Effect of additional housing on the village 
 
 

Bloxham will probably take another 200 
new houses over the next 3 years. What 

do you think about this? 

Number 

It will make Bloxham better 6 

It will make Bloxham worse 36 

Neither better nor worse - just different 14 

Sample Size 56 

 
 

  
Quite an interesting spread here.  
Around two thirds thinking it will make things worse and the rest seeming more open to whatever it 
might bring. There didn’t seem any huge variations across the age range insofar as one can tell from 
a relatively small sample. 

It will make Bloxham 
better 
11% 

It will make Bloxham 
worse 
64% 

Neither better nor 
worse - just different 

25% 

Effect of more houses upon the village 

It will make Bloxham
better

It will make Bloxham
worse

Neither better nor
worse - just different
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What should new houses look like?  
 
What do you think new houses in Bloxham should look 

like on the outside? 
Number 

Be like the latest designs in towns. 3 

Fit in with whatever the neighbouring houses are like 21 

Look like the old village houses in Bloxham 24 

Don't know 6 

Sample Size 54 

 
 

  
The overwhelming opinion is that they shouldn’t just be copies of urban  estates. 
 There is a fairly equal divide between fitting with neighbouring properties and erring on the side of 
the old ironstone village properties. 
Given the simplicity of the question which makes no attempt to delineate between older and newer 
parts of the village, this seems to fit with a desire to maintain a rural feel to the village. 
 

Be like the latest 
designs in towns. 

6% 

Fit  with  
neighbouring houses  

39% 

Look like the old 
village houses in 

Bloxham 
44% 

Don't know 
11% 

What should new houses look like on the 
outside? 

Be like the latest
designs in towns.

Fit in with whatever
the neighbouring
houses are like

Look like the old
village houses in
Bloxham

Don't know

sample size = 54 
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Should new houses be adaptable to cater  for the aged and disabled? 
  
Should new houses be built so that they 
can easily be adapted for older people 

and those with disabilities? 

Number 

No 6 

Yes 40 

Don't know 11 

Sample size 57 

  

  
A clear (7:1) majority believe new homes should be built in a manner that makes them easily 
adapted to the needs of the older and disabled people. 
  

No 
11% 

Yes 
70% 

Don't know 
19% 

New houses adaptable for aged and 
disabled? 

No

Yes
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The importance of Energy Efficiency. 
 
How Important is it that new houses should:  Be energy efficient? Number 

Not important 2 

Important 28 

Very Important 23 

Don't know 4 

Sample size 57 

  
 

 
 
Unsurprisingly younger people tend to be  very aware of the climate change debate and it is 
probably this that led to the 12:1 ratio for  very important: Not important ratio or 22:1 if you include 
important and very important together. 
 

4% 

49% 
40% 

7% 

How important new houses should be energy 
efficient? 

Not important

Important

Very Important

Don't know
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The importance of Water Efficiency. 
 
How Important is it that new houses 
should:Where appropriate, use rain-
water instead of tap-water? 

Number 

Important 15 

Not Important 12 

Very Important 15 

Don't Know 2 

Sample size 44 

 

 
 
Fewer young people chose to respond to this question and the answers are much more spread. 

Important 
34% 

Not Important 
27% 

Very Important 
34% 

Don't Know 
5% 

Use of water efficiency measures 

Important

Not Important

Very Important

Don't Know
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Recreation: Use of Jubilee and recreation Ground 
 

Do you make use of The Jubilee Park? Jubilee The 
Rec 

No 11 25 

Occasionally 32 23 

Often 12 8 

Sample size 55 56 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The data reveals a depressingly low usage of either with the Jubilee ground showing somewhat 
higher use than the ‘Rec.’ 
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Recreation: What should money be spent on? 
 
How 
good a 
use of 
money? 

Changing 
Facilities 

Astroturf/3G MUGA Cricket Skateboard Better 
drainage 

Play 
areas 

Village 
Hall 

Bad 13 7 7 12 21 7 6 11 

OK 18 17 14 19 7 19 16 12 

Good 7 13 19 5 10 9 15 13 

Don't 
know 

3 2 1 4 3 6 4 4 

Sample 
size 

41 39 41 40 41 41 41 40 

 
 

 
 
 
The judgements were not informed by any actual costs  
 
With regards to external recreation facilities the top 3 in terms of good value are: 

 MUGA 

 Improved play areas 

 Astroturf 
Interestingly a skateboard park receives a very high vote as bad value. 
 
We will hopefully get more reliable information from the main questionnaire. 
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Clubs Attended 
 
 
How many clubs or regular 
activities do you  attend? 
[Number of clubs or activities 
in Bloxham] 

Number (Bloxham) Number (Outside Bloxham 

One club 26 24 

Two clubs 19 20 

Three clubs 2 20 

More than three clubs 6 6 

Sample size 53 70 

 
 

 
 
 
Attendance of clubs and activities seems split between those that are Bloxham based and outside.  
Although not apparent from the above data digging deeper shows that relatively few of the 
respondents didn’t attend any clubs.  
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What Young People Like about Bloxham 
 
Question:  What ONE thing about Bloxham do you most like? 
 
 

Beautiful fields and the boys brigade 
The Church 
Cottages 
Fields 
Friendliness of the village and how pretty the 
village is 
Friendly 
Green space 
It has a nice feeling to it. 
It's small 
Nice place 
Old monuments 
Rural, nice, green 
Scenery 
small 
small 
The church 
The Church 
The Old streets of bloxham 
The parks, open spaces and the ruralness it's also 
nice and relatively quiet and clean. 
The rural aspects 
The size, it is big enough and has everything you 
want. 
The war memorial and church 
Going to the park 
Nice walks 
 

 
Good places to dog walk 
Lots of walking paths 
Jubilee Park 
Jubilee park 
the large sports fields and how the are either 
side of the village 
The park - Jubilee 
boys brigade 
Clubs 
Bloxham primary school 
School 
Chip shop 
Chip shop 
Chip shop 
Chip shop 
chip shop 
Co op  
Coop 
Coop 
Coop 
Having shops and parks nearby 
Shop, dentist, recreational areas. 
Shops 
Nothing really 
The people 
 
 

 
 
If one had to try and categorise I guess it would be: 

 The rural ambience,  

 Walking opportunities and recreation areas 

 Shops – especially the chip shop! 
 
 



107 
 

What Young People DON’T  Like about Bloxham 
 
Question:  What ONE thing about Bloxham do you least like? 
 

New houses being built because its disruptive 
and makes the village very busy 
New housing sites 
"Road name removed" is vile and the houses 
don't suit the village 
That they keep building more and more houses. 
that they want more houses 
The amount of houses continuously being built 
The style of new house 
how there are lots of village halls that are not 
being used and how they are too small 
Slow internet 
Slow internet 
It could do with a few more facilities - cinema 
Dog poo on the jubilee 
Lack of a skate park / activities to do 
Old people and slow internet 
Slow internet 
the smell on occasions 
The smellof  manure 
Unfriendliness 

Congestion, especially in the morning traffic. 
narrow streets 
No parking is around 
Not allowed to walk on my own because too 
much traffic 
The main road 
The main road traffic and “name of newish 
building removed”   building is also hideous. 
The traffic and lorries 
The traffic build up in the mornings 
traffic 
Traffic 
traffic 
Traffic 
Traffic congestion. 
Traffic in the village! 
The traffic through the centre of the village. 
dunno 
Mud 

 
 
These were totally open ended.  The only change that has been made was to remove a specific road 
name and a building name. 
Note that around half the comments refer to the impact of traffic and about a quarter to the impact 
of new developments on the village. 
Given that the thing young people like most is the rural ambience it is probably not surprising that 
the things they dislike most are those things that are destroying this – with the possible exception of 
the chip shop! 
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Finding out about Bloxham events 
 

Which of these would you use to 
find out what's happening in 

Bloxham 

Number 

Banbury Guardian 15 

Bloxham Broadsheet - paper 10 

Bloxham Broadsheet - online or FB 3 

FB friends or social networking 16 

Noticeboards 5 

 
 

 
 
Interestingly the young also get much of their information about the village from paper sources – the 
Banbury Guardian and the paper edition of the Bloxham Broadsheet. 
The biggest single source is, however, FaceBook. 
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