
Notes from Sept 10th 2013 Meeting (Geoff Botting) 

Background 
1. Woodcote plan is nearing completion. The process had been very much one of ‘finding a way’ in a 

situation with few signposts! 
2. Halfway between Reading and Wallingford in an ANOB 
3. Most work outside the village 
4. Grown about three-fold since the 1950s 
5. N.P. driven by frustration t lack of concern for the rural nature of the village and a sense of 

powerlessness in the face of developers. 

The Plan 
1. Main elements are: 
a. The Basic Conditions Statement — policies to take account of 
b. The Consultation Statement — proof of resident engagement 
c. The Plan — what's acceptable and where will it go 

2. The Documents are: 

a. The Plan 
b. Consultation Report - proof and outcomes of resident engagement 
c. Basic Conditions Statement, which includes: 

 Sustainability Appraisal — how does each option stack-up on sustainability 

 Equalities Impact Statement - compliance with EU and UK requirements 
d. Scoping Report – not for submission but to specify, for the statutory reviewrs, how the SA 

will be performed. 
e. Supplementary material - evidence base drawn upon for other documents (not for 

submission) 

3. Key Questions were: (This may differ for Bloxham) 

a. What's the housing need? 
b. Where might they go? 
c. How do we objectively evaluate sites? 
d. What will the houses look like? 
e. What else needs considering? 
f. Does this all fit with planning rules?; and 
g. How do we keep the village informed? 

4. It takes time and money: 

a. Around 5 man years 
b. Around £7,500 costs — mostly on consultation materials 

With a large health warning and the observation that we used the skills (eg IT) around the village and 
members didn’t, for example, charge any expenses. 

5. It involves problems 

a. What are we supposed to be doing! 
b. Scepticism — no-one will take any notice of it 
c. Nimbyism — We don't want ANY development 
d. Lobbying— landowners and developers 



6. What helped? 
a. Gathering background data to draw upon 
b. Bootstrapping — get stuck-in and correct misconceptions as you go 
c. Engage with and listen to the village. 
d. Find allies and advice (District council, CPRE, others doing N.P.) 
e. Study the Local Plan in gruesome detail 
f. Having a ‘game plan’ – with deadlines for key activities. 

7 Housing Needs Assessment: 
a. Demographics 
b. Liaise and negotiate with ORCC for agreed HNA 
c. .Liaise with District Council Housing Dept 
d.  info from estate agents 

8. Site ranking procedure  
Bloxham may or may not identify specific sites. 

a. Needs to be rational, transparent and agreed by local community (i.e. defensible) 

9 Communication: 
a. Exhibitions    Website 
b. Meetings    Email 
a. Surveys     Local magazine 
b. Workshops    Local press 

 

10 Sustainability Assessment  
Probably not needed if Bloxham doesn't identify specific sites. 
a. Received conflicting advice on whether necessary or not — played safe by doing one. 

Possible Learning for Bloxham 
 Don't get disheartened by uncertainty about how to do it! 

 The data gathering we've done should provide a useful start 

 We need a group gleaning and documenting all the pertinent paragraphs from the local plan. 

 We could set a small group working on the Basic Conditions Statement — stealing the outline 
structure from the Woodcote document!! 

 We need to get on with a housing needs survey — making clear what is meant by affordable housing. 

 We need advice from CDC and others as to whether we can be semi-directive about the nature of the 
affordable housing that's assigned to us. 

 We need to look at how many houses we want — which may or may not coincide with the local plan 
minimum. 

 We need to decide whether or not we have a need to identify specific sites in view of the agreed 
number of houses. 

 We need to decide (with advice) whether or not we need a sustainability appraisal (SA.) 

 We may want to consider an SA even if it's not essential and even if we are not identifying sites 
focussing upon sustainability issues that would arise in the event of development at different parts of 
the village. 

 We need to discuss the scope of our N.P with CDC and then put it to the village so that we identify 
what things to focus on. (e.g. numbers, parking, styles and materials, landscape, sites, areas etc. ) 

 We need to decide whether we do really have a need for additional recreation land that can't be 
solved via agreement with the schools. 

 
Many thanks to Geoff for a super presentation and Q&A Session 


