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Bloxham Broadband services 

General stuff about rural broadband 
Rural locations tend to suffer 2 disadvantages in terms of broadband: 

1) Price 
2) Speed 

Price 
Most rural broadband is accessed via telephone exchanges and the price you pay depends on the 
size of the market and the competition between providers.  
Bloxham is a market 1 exchange and so we pay twice what most city residents pay.  
 

Market 1  (expensive)  exchanges where only BT 
was present or forecast 
to be present;  

The majority of services are 
from  ISPs who simply piggy-
back the BT equipment. 

Market 2   exchanges where two 
Principal Operators 
(including BT) were 
present or forecast to be 
present or where three 
were present or forecast 
to be present, but BT's 
market share was 50% or 
more 

Other providers offer their own 
services via local loop 
unbundling (LLU) to their own 
equipment. 

Market 3 (cheap)  exchanges where four or 
more Principal Operators 
were present or forecast 
and exchanges where 
three Principal Operators 
were present or forecast 
but where BT's share was 
less than 50 per cent. 

 

Ofcom are currently consulting on changing these markets (published - 11|07|2013)  so it’s ‘watch 
this space! 

http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/consultations/review-wba-markets/
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Speed 

Are there speed categories? 
It’s not really that simple but in everyday-speak I guess there are 3 main categories: 
 

Service Uses Max speed Typical speed 

Standard broadband   Copper cable Up to 17Mbps 7.5Mbps 

High speed broadband Copper cable Up to 24 Mbps 16 Mbps 

Superfast broadband  Fibre-optic Up to 76Mbps - 

 

What determines broadband speed? 
This is complex and depends on a whole range of factors  

1) The technology installed at the exchange 
2) The distance from the exchange 
3) The package you buy 
4) Your broadband usage habits. 

 

Exchange technology  This fixes the maximum speed but provides no guarantee you will 
get this. 

 Bloxham has BT 21st Century Wholesale Broadband Connect 
(21CN WBC) which seems to have a max speed of 24Mbps 

Distance from the 
exchange 

 Dynamic line management (DLM)  builds a profile of your 
broadband experience and aims to strike a compromise between 
speed and reliability.  Greater distance means more ‘noise’ which 
causes it to limit the speed that data is sent to you. 

The package you buy  Purchase of a premium service means , at busy times, you are 
prioritised over other users.  

Your usage habits  e.g. If you switch off your modem the DML is likely to see this as a 
fault and slow down your speed. 

 

What speed is Bloxham? 

Theoretical 
Bloxham’s 21CN WBC enabled exchange should cope with 24Mbps 
 

The reality 
 The switching website ‘u-switch’ shows 17 packages none of 

which offer maximum speeds of more than 16 MB! 

 Average Bloxham speeds according to the u-switch website 
are: 

o Plusnet   8.5MB 
o Talk-talk 8.4MB 
o BT  2,3MB 
o Sky  2.0MB   

 
i.e. Bloxham is currently operating at standard broadband speeds. You may get a lot less if you live 
within the Parish but a long way from the exchange.  
 



4 | P a g e  
 

The Oxfordshire Better Broadband  Project 

The money 
£13.86 million is being invested in Oxfordshire to provide better broadband. £10 million of that is 
coming from Oxfordshire County Council and £3.86 million from Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK). We 
are also seeking contributions from the private sector. 

The schedule 
Delivery will be carried out in defined phases i.e. geographical areas of the county, over a two-year 
period commencing January 2014 although considerable ground survey work will be underway in 
advance of that in 2013. 

The general outcome  
Without intervention, approximately one third of the county would not expect to receive ‘superfast’ 
broadband speeds.   
After the investment an additional 64,000 homes and businesses will see significant improvements 
in speeds, exceeding 24Mbps.  For 100% of homes and businesses in the county, broadband speeds 
will reach a minimum of 2Mbps. 

The outcome for Bloxham? 
Bloxham falls within the areas for planned optic fibre roll-out before 2015. 
This should hopefully place us in a similar situation to Deddington offering broadband speeds of 
between 24 and 76Mbps. 
 

 
 

 
Coming soon – to an exchange near you: The 21st century! 

 


