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This is a starter document – not a prescription. 

 

What this contains 
Basically it looks at the formulas that CDC uses to negotiate S106 funds from developers. 

These build into them what are meant to be appropriate assumptions as to what ‘green space’ 

(i.e. Play areas, sports pitches and general ‘green amenity areas) residents are entitled to 

expect. 

What this does NOT contain 
It misses some spaces (e.g. Bowling club and probably others!) 

It is short of data about the actual demand for pitches 

It does not properly cover what shared use is already happening. 

It does not look at how we remedy any deficits. 

We know it is looking at where we are – not where we want to be. We’re working on that 

too! 

Don’t we know this already? 
Not really because many of the CDC documents only deal with larger areas such as: 

 The rural north – Adderbury, Bloxham and Bodicote,  Cropredy, Hook Norton, 

Sibford & Wroxton. 

 The Ward – Bloxham, Bodicote and Milcombe 

What does CDC say about it? 
They did an update of these spaces in 2011 and produced this Bloxham, Bodicote and Milton 

 

 Current provision (ha) Current shortfall (ha) 

Parks and gardens 0 0 

Natural/ semi-natural green space 2.25 8.32 

Amenity green space 2.19 3.33 

Allotments 1.74 0.43 

Children and young persons 0.28 4.3 

Outdoor sports provision 35.22 0 

 41.68 16.38 

Do you have maps and photos? 
Yes – on the website there are maps and photos of most of these. 

They would make this document inconveniently big for emailing. 
(The tennis courts on the web are – at the time of writing - the Bloxham School ones but digging deeper into 

CDC archives they appear to mean the Warriner school ones. I’ll change it later.) 

http://bloxhamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/2013/06/26/bloxham-green-spaces-2/


How do they decide how much we should have? 

The CDC documents seem not to be totally consistent but there are 3 main documents from 

2006 – 2011 that provide this: 

 

 2011Plan Obligations Doc (ha/1000 people) 

Parks and Gardens 2.3 

Natural and semi natural 

Amenity green space 

Children 0.59 

Young persons 0.19 

Outdoor Sports 1.13 

Allotments 0.31 

Cemeteries and churchyards No standard 

 

What does this mean for Bloxham? 
If we take the 2011 census figures the population of Bloxham is 3,164 

 

 (ha/1000 people) Population Requirement 

Parks and Gardens 2.3 3164 7.28 

Natural and semi natural 

Amenity green space 

Children 0.59  1.87 

Young persons 0.19  0.6 

Outdoor Sports 1.13  3.58 

Allotments 0.31  0.98 

Cemeteries and churchyards 0  0 

And how much do we actually have? 
This is complicated by the fact that CDC seem to include a lot of random spaces that either 

don’t have public access or don’t comply with their own criteria as amenity spaces. 

 

We’ll list everything they mention even if we subsequently don’t include it. 

There are also things missing – like the bowls club – which may be membership only – but 

no more so than Bloxham School whose sports facilities do appear in CDC documents.. 



 

Site 

ID 

 Site Name Category Area 

Size (ha) 

 Quality 

(%) 

 Accessibility 

(%) 

52 South Newington 

Recreation Ground Play 

Area 

Children 0.03 54.3 60 

 Jubilee Park Play Area Children 0.05   

 Bridges Close Play Area Children 0.05   

 Ayres Drive Play Area Children 0,01   

 Aldous Drive Play Area Children 0.1   

466 Warriner School Playing 

Fields 

Sport 5.57 60 70 

468 Bloxham School Playing 

Field 

Sport 3.57   

469 Jubilee Sports Grounds Sport 2.01   

470 Bloxham Sports Centre 

Playing School Pitches 

Sport 2.24   

473  Bloxham Driving Range 

(*B S Sports field!) 

Sport 3.57   

474 Bloxham School Playing 

Fields 

Sport 1.3 66,7 50 

475 St Mary’s Churchyard Greenspace 0.79 60 80 

476 St Mary’s Cemetery Greenspace 0.92   

477  The Avenue AGS Greenspace 0.1 62.2 70 

478 Cumberford Close AGS Greenspace 0.07 60 60 

479  Greenhills Park AGS Greenspace 0.07 60 60 

481  Gascoigne Way AGS Greenspace 0.24 71.1 63.3 

482 Barford Rd AGS Greenspace 0.2 71.1 63.3 

483  South Newington Road 

Recreation Ground 

Sport 1.68   

596  Bloxham Driving Range2  0.11 64.4 63.3 

729 Warriner Tennis Courts  0.1 53.3 56.7 

Total Sport  19.94   

Total Sport – with public access  3.69   

Total Greenspace  2.39   

Total Children’s Play areas   0.23   

 

So – Because of Bloxham School and Warriner School we appear to have vast swathes of 

sports fields – but these are not typically accessible to Bloxham residents. (The recreation 

working group will need to check out the detail.) 



So how does Bloxham shape up? 
 

 (ha/1000 

people) 

Population Requirement Actual Surplus / 

Deficit 

(ha) 

Parks and Gardens 2.3 3164 7.28 2.39 -4.89 

Natural and semi 

natural 

Amenity green space 

Children 0.59  1.87 0.23 -1,64 

Young persons 0.19  0.6   

Outdoor Sports 1.13  3.58 3.69 +0.11 

Allotments 0.31  0.98 0 -0,98 

Cemeteries and 

churchyards 

0  0 1.71 - 

So what do we learn from this? 
You probably already knew it but now we have evidence! 

Sports 
Bloxham has an average supply of sports fields available to residents although if an above 

average number of sports teams ( TBC) use them this may still represent an actual deficit. 

There is no cricket ground and no ‘all-weather’ type pitches. 

There are extensive school sports fields – extent of shared use is being looked at. ( TBC) 

Both  senior schools have tennis courts. The Warriner courts are reportedly available to the 

public. (TBC) 

Green spaces 
Bloxham has a major deficit of green spaces and those spaces that have been counted as 

amenity green spaces are often dubiously entitled to this label if one looks at CDC’s own 

2006  criteria. If confirmed - this should influence the Neighbourhood Plan and Parish 

Council response to planning applications that seek to further ‘eat away’ at the greenery that 

remains. It also explains some of the enthusiasm for ‘Keep Bloxham Rural!’ 

Play areas for children and young people 
Using the CDC recommendations Bloxham has a severe shortage of play areas for children 

and young people. This is a controversial topic as it seems to be predicated on the assumption 

that houses are built to recent standards where gardens are postage stamp dimensions. 

Actually Bloxham has a disproportionate number of 4 bedroomed houses with gardens quite 

substantial enough in size for children to play in. In the event we are forced to take new high-

density estates then they will need local play areas for small children. 

There is much concern that having a multiplicity of play areas for older children (one per 

estate) rather than focussing resources in fewer high quality areas may encourage a ‘local 

ghetto mentality’ rather than the increased community cohesiveness of fewer shared areas.  

Allotments 
What allotments! 

 



 


