
GETTING TO KNOW THE
FACTS ABOUT THE BLOXHAM
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Why do we need to do this?
• Have you noticed developers have targeted Bloxham!
• They are seeking to build hugely more houses than can sensibly be

accommodated by our already creaking infrastructure: schools,
drains, sewers, traffic are all at or near capacity.

• They are seeking to use totally inappropriate off-the-peg urban designs
in a rural setting.

• They care nothing for the village character and will make us just another
suburb of Banbury.

But don’t we already have a Parish Plan?
• Yes – and we can use the Parish Plan to inform the Neighbourhood Plan.
• The difference is that the Neighbourhood Plan, when officially adopted, becomes

statutory and so can be used in making decisions on planning applications.
• A Parish Plan cannot offer this protection.

How do we get a Neighbourhood Plan?
• The Parish Council have already applied to have a Neighbourhood Plan.
• With the help and approval of residents we have to create the plan.
• It then has to be inspected to make sure everything in it is legal.
• Residents then get to vote upon it. If a majority of those who vote approve

it then it becomes a legally binding document.

What’s a Neighbourhood Plan?
A Neighbourhood can do three really important things. It can specify:
1. the number of houses that should be built subject to a certain minimum

agreed with Cherwell District Council,
2. where such houses may or may not be built,
3. design factors such as density, visual impact, materials and quality of build.



What does a Neighbourhood Plan entail?
• Find out what development issues residents feel strongly about.

• Conduct a housing need assessment – who wants what?

• Gather whatever reliable information already exists about the village.

• Identify aspects of Bloxham that significantly contribute towards its ‘historical
and cultural sense of place.’

• Look at the various places where houses might be built and assess the relative
impact that such development might have upon our village.

• Devise design statements to prevent developments harming our rural setting.

• Investigate infrastructure capacity to ensure it keeps pace with development.

• Investigate expansion and / or rationalisation of our recreational spaces.

• Investigate what might help the village economy and seek to enable this.

• Liaise more assertively with District and County Councils on matters such as
highways, schools, landscape etc.

What can we do to help?
There are three sorts of help needed:

1. General help with things like
delivering leaflets, helping
residents fill out questionnaires or
background research on the village.

2. Specific help if you happen to have
specialist knowledge of building
design, landscape, utilities,
databases, questionnaire design,
conservation etc.

3. Join a working party on topics
such as housing & landscape,
infrastructure or recreation

Where can I find out more?
For more information visit our website at:
www.bloxhamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk

Who can I talk to about it?
John Groves – Neighbourhood Plan
Co-ordinator via the above website or
Telephone 01295 720513

Or any of your Parish Councillors:
see the Parish Council Website at
www.bloxhamparishcouncil.co.uk

Or follow us on FaceBook.
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